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NOTE. 

"Tuc Nilit II.!- (;en~r.~[~l~!.  of rilglmnnirlan " 1139 LCPO compilud in fire 
nao3c.l)- .- 

1'nt.t I. U~~rlni(.lr#l~nvr. 11y l ln jo r  E. G. Dsrrow, Indinn Slaff Corps 

Pnrt 11. Afghan !Turkial,,n, by Major E .  G. Dsrraw, 1ndi:wr Slnff 

Corps. 

Pnrt 111. ITernl. by JInjor E .  G. Barmw, Ini!ian Staff Carps. 

P w t  I\'. Eobr,l, by Captain A. H. Nnaan. D. S. 0.. Deputy Assistant 
Q ~ ~ a r l c r . l l n ~ t r r  (irncral, Iutclliguncs Brooch. 

Pnrt  V. Torair and Ilundahnr, by Colonel E. E. Ellen. Assistant 

Quzrtcr-JIostcr Gmernl, Intelli,~cnce Branch. 

T l ~ c  ol,jc,rt of thir work ir to prrscnt in a concise and reednhle form in. 

lormntion nbout t l ~ c  srveral prorinees of Afghanistnn at inlerest Irom 3 militrrg 

point oC rioa.  This intormation ltnr bren compiled Crom report<, gnzellt-err, 

rcmte books, and thr records of Llbc Intclligencc party wit\> \he *\I;l>nn 

Boundary Commis-ion. 

The work s a q  enmmr~nrrd in leg1 nnrl finidled in 1993, I,calorr the Tinl,ul 

l l ission took plnrr. It is impnrtnnt to remernbcr tllis 3s ercnls are conrtnnlly 

happrning, nnd lrccln knmrledgc is being acqttirrd, ~ l l i c l l  tend ta modify 
st~tcrncuts an4 opinions cnntninrd i n  this work. For instanec, on pa;e 2 

01 Par t  I ,  Jlajor narrow in rvrilin: of tlw road from tlba narogllil pas8 lo 

BCastuj sin' the Ynrkliun valley, dcscribr.; it no lCno imp:usoble roulc in 

sammcr nnd vcrp dilliealt in winter." From repnrto lately received from 

Cnphin F. R. Yoongl~ushnncl, C.I.E., and L i e ~ ~ t ~ n n n t  G. K. Cockerill, RIIO 

examined this rnntc i n  Octobcr and November 1698, rrspretircly, it appears 

that  tllo route in question is easy for eight montl~s in tlle gear, namelr. trom 

September to >la)-, snd tllnt s h c n  it is elorrd, tllerc is no nlleruatire routa 

n i i  the Kanlillnn plss ,vhieli is opcn during tile summer. 

I t  should nlso bc r~mcmbered  that  nnp opinions giren or deduclinnr made, 

arc only the pcrs,n:ll ricwr ot the ari ters and Imve no officinl authority. 

G. H. MORE.II[OLYNEUX, Lietrl.-Colorel, 
Assirlnnl Qaor le r - las le r  Geneoal, 

Intelligence Branch. 





T l ~ c  nllcnlioo of His  Eseellency Llta Commandsr-in.Cllief hnsing sten ealld to the rant 
,1 ryahm i u  Lhc caatady. US-, and dmapos~l of wcrot works, &c., Hie E s ~ l l e a e ~  deairas tbot in  
fulum h e  Ldluwiog reguLliaos mny Ira alrially adhand to:- 

(o) Oll ieinl~ b whom works of a lecmt nolura rmrc isrucd wil l  he held pennnslly relponli. 
blo fur their safe curtody, and t tey muat be very enmrvl lo  keep Ihem sodar lock 
nod key, nnd under nu o~ruum.lsnora to lrnva them where they nrc l i k dy  to br 
ol~rsrvcd by people who rltould barr uo -s l o  them. They wil l  submn~ 

~ h r  I r t  Jaou:ary) In Lhu lotxlliganee Umoch a retnro "howiog that snch 
mntter ie dill i n  lbric yosw#riao. 

( b )  I h m  mo dic ia l  b whom 3 swret work ha. baen iseaed nntn 111s appointment or 1s 
~rannferrad or  yrucaeda nu drily or Iwve (out oE India for any perid, or ill lvlclia 
lac r ay  ~.zri<*J ercae i l in~  thrw moolhs), dl m w t  norhs i n  hie pas~~s ian ,  il hrld 
.R  hie 01Iici.l MP~CIIY, mll r t  180 parsonnlly m d a  over b hie nuceewor (be he tem- 
porary or pormsneot), and 3 n p o d  submitted to the Intalliganee Dnoch by lhc 
.dBeor haod~og over the imura altorio.rr that Clbi8 has beso done. The b l l ~ n i n g  la 
tlla form OF report to be made .- 

Certified thnt 1 have this dny del~vsrrd over La .............................. the following 
sccr.t n,orl;s issued to me by the lutelltpnes Brsoeh :- 

I 
PI- and Lts. 

................... ............. S i g d r r r  ..... 

.......................................... Sigwlurs of rrcairing Jeer 

In ~18,. post. of officers of thc District Stnff, lhws rapom must st bcaent thmugh the 
Gcn~ rs l  Officer Cornmudlog. 

(<) lu lbc enrc of r n  oficiol lcsviup Itis shlion under circumahoees olbw t h n  J o s a  
%tatdl i~ ir optlonnl fur him to hand over thc rewet work# i n  Ihis r hoqe  la 
n l l n t b ~ r  "Ricer wi th  I h r  rborc prnscrbbal bnnolntles; hot, i f  h~ dons ~mol do so, 
hr i. :,. rr..l,onriUe for thannl during lhir abaeacs as he is during his yrupeoee d 
h," strtin,, 

(.4 k lenos l  o, u,lupll.n..ltory .,rsnr$ or w r r t  works wnll be held by the mnptmt unt I 
bin del *r t*rn.  fmtn Ind~a, rloro tbo aeer.1 m alvr aoll l e  rrturdol u, the I n l c l b  
E..jocr Drmcb 1.11, ,rlr rusloQ). a a r  r l  ~ I I I  psrmnr.,*,ol uL4 bnnrd lor 8ts relrollau. 

JAMBS A R O I N E ,  Y~Jojur-Gmerol, 

Qaarltr d h l t r  Generd is  India. 
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PART IV. 

K A B U L .  

CHAPTER I. 

The pror in~e  of Knbul is the fourlh great'geographical division O F  Af-hnn. 
islao. I t  is inhabited for the most pnrt by Ghilznis andHnznrs, butaeEtain 
number of Tnjiks, Dckhnns. 8a68, nod other Fa~siwaas are to be found in the 
province, more c~pecially oround Knbul iteelf and in the Kob Doman and 
KahisBn of Knbul, as well as in Domian, Kunar, Jalalnbd, Zurmat. Upper 
Logar, and in and around Ghazni. 

The information which we posscss of tllo Kabul mvince is chiefly derived 
from the mapa nnd reports madc during the lnte ~ l g & n  war snd to a lesser 
extent from the reportsol the Afghm Boundnry Commission, but our informa- 
tion is not SO complete as i t  is regarding the provinces of Afghnn-Turkiatao 
and Hcrat LrentPd of in Parts I1 sod 111 respcctively. which wero thoroughly 
and systematically explored during the Afghan Boundary Commission. Parts 
of the Kabul province hnve never been explored ar map cd This remark 
opplien especially to the southern mud ecntml portion of the k n ~ a r s ~ a t  and to 
tho Ghilzai countly. 

Considered an a province, Knbul is bounded on the north by Kalristan, the 
Hindu Bush. and the Snighan. Knrnnrd. Darra Yusxf, and Balkh-nb districte 
of Afghan-Turkishn; on the ncbt Ihg the Daalotynr nod Gl~ornt districb of 
the Bcrat prorinco; on the south by Zamiodrrrnr belonging to Farah and the 
d~striets of Tirin, Nawn-i.Arghnodab, and Narrn-i-Ghundai belonning to 
ltandnhnr ; on tho mrt  hy Waziristan, Kuram, and the Snfed Kah fFom the 
Sikaram peak to the wcstcrn crld af the Kbaibor pass, and Lhence by the 
Mohmond country nnd Bajaur. 

Tbc Kabul province is lor the most pnrt mountainous, although it  
contains numerous fertile valleys. Tlro lofty rnnges of the nindu Kush and 
Koh-i.Bnba rising orcr 16,000 Iect and thc high uplnudr of the nazarajat with 
an average elerntion of 10,000 feet form natural barrierson the north and rest.  
The Sated Koh rsnw to the south of lhe Jalnlnbsd dislrict rises to 16,620 feet 
and the Pagbman Gngc to the north-west of Kabul to 15,447 feet. 

Tbe Kolt-i.Daba is urunlly spoken of as a continuation of the Uindu Kush. 
I t  is so in fact, but there is this pcaulinrity, lhot the one range is not a simple 
prolongation of tho other vithout break. The ends oi the rnngeo do not meet 
hut overlap. and are united hy a rather flat and opcn rratershsd. This water: 
shed is llte Shibnr pass, to which further allusion will be mnde. 

'Phe K0h.i-Dnbn bears cansidcrnble outward resembloneo to the Hindu 
Koah, beinq a sierra of which thc llighcst peaks rise to over 16,000 ket.  The 
posses arc from 12,000 to 13,000 fcct. They are, therefore. not much lower 
ihnn the Hindu Kuah, and appear to bo closed Ior about the snme time. 



there ia thia g e n t  difference hetwecn the Koh.i.Dnba nnd the ~ i ~ d ~  
Kusl,, that while the latter in prncticnlly a single mn e, the Koll-i.Bab ha, 
a wide lmot of mountnillous country on either side ofit, nnrl llle diEcultie, of 
+I.. mnrlqnrc bv no means confined to cmssing thc malnrange. *-" --- -, 

~h~ rivers ot tllc Knllul province nre l l ~ c  Knbul, the Hclmand 
and the ~ h ~ ~ n j .  The first named with its tribuhricsdrains the north-enstcrd 

dishicts. I t  risesnear tho Unni pass, nbout 40 milcs west of Knbul city, and 
flows througl, tllo dist.rict of Nnidan, receiving as a tributary Ihc stream whiob 
drains tile Nirkl~ vnller. Before rcnching tho capital, i t  also rcccives the 
dnioage of the ~ n g h m ; ~ ~  nod Cllnrdel~ sub.distriotr of Knbul. From Knhul 
o i ~  to the town of Jnlalah~rl t,lleriver flows enstwards, receiving initscourse the 

amueut-thc Panjsllir (b1,inging dosru the drninnxeof Ghorband. 
KOh Daman, nod part of Dohislnn), lhe Tamno, 1llishan6., and Alingar, and tho 
sou~hern tributnries tllc Logar nnd ~urkh:b, bcsides numerous minor streams. 
From Jalalabad the pcnernl eourse is south.ensterly as far as Dakkn. The 
Kunnr from tbe north joins tho Kabul just below Jalnlabnd. I t  is nn import- 
ant tributary. I t  risesncnr tho Baroghil pnss and brings down Lhe drainage of 
lfastuj Chitnl nud the Kunar valleys. Eachlof the northern nffluents of the 
K J U ~  her iords a pass in tho mountainous regions I~eyond. Tho main stream 
of tho Pnnjshir lends direct to the Kbawak pnss into Dadakshnn. The Tagno, 
the Alisbnng, and the Alingnr, all well populated nnd fcrtilo valleys. 
lead into the heart of Kalristan, and tho Kunar forms a means nf eom. 
muuication with Chitral a ~ d  by the Dorah pass mil11 Dndakshnn, or hy 
the Bnroghil with Wakhnn and the Pamirs. The vnlleys of tbc Logar 
and the Burkl~nb to the south also mark gond natural wads, the one from 
Kushi near the Bhutargnrdnn pass, to Kabul, and tho other perhaps the only 
pmctidab~e Line of connection between tho Kurarn route nt the Shutnrgardan 
and the Khnibnr route a t  Jnlnlabad. From Dakkn the Knbul river flows 
north-east, nod then turns mst and south ngain. forming a loop, which encloses 
n large section of the mounhinnuscountrg of the IIohmnnds, and evcntunlly 
debouches into tho Peshnwar valley nt IIIichui. 1Iaviog received the waters of 
Ihe Panjkora and Barn rivers, it falls into the Indus at Attock after an entire 
course of nbout 300 miles. 

The Helmnnd also rises near the Unni pass, but on its nortllern side, and 
Bows south-west through the Hnaarjat.  I t s  upper course has never been 
pxplored, and little or nothing is known of it. Ita tributaries, the Arghandnb, 
Tirin, and Khud Uud, all appenr to rise in the IInznrnjat. AnoPer tributary, 
the Tnnlak, rises in the district of Mukur. 

The Ghazni rtver drains tho soulhcrn part of the district 01 tlle same name. 
I t  rises in a small vallcy about 12 nliles Irom Gharni. After passing that 
town,it flows i n n  soutllerly direction, rueeiring from the cast the waters of the 
Gardez stream, which drains Zurmat. I t  then runo thmu:h a derolntc tract 
stmn:ly impregn~ted with snlt, nnd falls into thc Ah-i-Istadsh lakc. 

In addition to thc ahore, there are sercrnl smnller rirers. A stream rnllcd 
Lhe Shamil drains Khost, and evrotunllg joins tbc Hurnm river within Hritisl~ 
territorr ; the 6nr.i-Jnugnl and Lal streams rise in thc emturn portion of the 
Dni Zmgi counlrl;, nnd nto tributaries of the Hari Rud ; the Rud-i-Band-i-Amir, 
risinc on the north side of thc Ko11.i-Babn, drains Yak IVnlan: ; and, lastl!.. 
the Uamian streom cnrriea off t.hr drniuagc of tho valley or (hot name. These 
tan lnst cvontuallp fall into tbc Oxus. 

I t  is difficult lo ssr wit11 any certainly  hat are the administrative districts 
oi tho Kabul prorioro, ns null~oritica dlller and frcqueut changes b k c  place. 
Thelollowing are, ns far :IS u81 be made out, t l ~ r  districts oI Kabul at the rr 
saut lime :-Jnlnlabad, h:bmau.. Huuar, Klrast, Zurmnt, Katawaz, nruRU, 
Gl~azni, Loznr. Maidno, Knbel. Kn11 Dnman, Kohistnn, Gllorbnnd, Dnminn 
(inclt~dio: Yak Wd:.n:. and Lbc l l n i  Zanpi country), and Desud. Uesidrv there 
lhc nnzrrajnt olso bclonrs to tli" Kabul province, and will be dcscril~cd *ilh 
the above districts in ~ h a i t e r  11.' 



The adminirtrative head-qunrhra of the whole province in s t  Kabul. 

The towns ore low innumber. The only plnecs benidea Knl,ul itself, whioh 
a n  be dignified by tho name of townr, are Obazoi, Jalslabnd, IstdiI, and 
Chruihar. 

The climale of the Kabul province is 8s diversified as its phyaical 
can6cuntion, and it8 vnrialions are almost entirely duc l o  the dinereace of 

mther lhnn of latitutln. Thua we Gnd the ~riuter ot Ghsrni (7,219 
feet) most sererc. For the grenter part of the winter the it~l~nbitauts scarcely 
quit their hourer, the anan, lies for thrce moutlls, ond tho thermometer sinka 
to lo0  Ilelow zero. I n  Oltami it  frcezes overy evening in Oetoher, nod the 
ice lasts till midday ; in November it nevor tha\v\.s ; io Doeember the countrv 
iscorered milh lhreo fcet of snow. which does not l~telt till thc middle df 
March. I n  the Hozarnjnt the winter is still marc acvcre. At Damian, when our 
troops wcro tl~ere in 18.1.0, the thermometer dttriu:: Jauunry frsrluestl~ fell to 
10' and 12' below zero, and the main stream Irns frozcn over to-n eon- 
siderablc tllickaes~. Evcn in Kabul (6.790 fect) the snow lips for t s o  or 
three monlhs. The Koh Dsmau is considered by Ihc: Alqhans to be the most 
favoured spot on enrth LS respects climate. During the sunlmcr ~uoutlss llle 
heat 01 an Indian sun is tempcrrd by rooll~rreres frotu the ndjacunt snow? 
rangas, whilst the r ipurs  ofwinter arebmved in the clotldn:of sheep skins ond 
furs. From July to Octobcr, ha~vover, Fcvem and borvcl-complaints are preva- 
lent even in this favoured region. Tho wioter in Jalalnbnd (1,9>0 feet) is 
very plensont nnd resembles t h t  of Peshnrmr. 

The heat of the summer throughout the province is everywhere :rent, except 
in the most elevated parts. In  the confined volley ol Jnlnlnbad the heat is 
iolense, and is made more Lrjing by lrcquent duststorms. Even a t  Kabul the 
thermometer ranges from 90" to 10U" in summer. The monsoon which 
deluges India has scarcely any effect west of the Sul imn range, nor are the 
falls, elther of ruin or snow, heavy during the cold senson, while in the hot 
season the nina ore for tho most part sli:llt nnd of Inre occurreuce. Further 
information relating to climnto will he found in Cl~npter 11. 

SUPPLIES. 

With reganl to tho qucstion ol supplies, tllis mill be referred to when 
describing the dimerent llistricts in Chapter 11, llut it may be mentinncd 
here that our crperienres a t  Kabul durlnn the lnle war show that there nrr 7s 
J. rulo lnrge reserves of supplics, such asowheat, badcy, IndL-corn ,  surl31;o 
loddcr. botlt in the cily ilrvlfnud in tllc neigbbo~~rhood (cqechlly in Lowar 
nnd Mnidau) ; and that these supplies are in eheeso of the qunl i ty  mll;eh 
tho normal populaliou rcquirc for their oxm support ns well as for thcjr 
cattle. Practicnlly a iorcc oI, sag, 10.000 mcn, with its follorers nod trans- 
port, arriving in Kabul a t  an? period of tho ycnr. would find supl>li~a of 
wheat, grnin, and fodder for nni~uals sufficienl la lnst for quite tselvg 
months, nod it  should obtnin an ample supply of sheop to mcct its rcquirk- 
meots in Iho mntter of mcnt. Thc rmult, however. of n force bein: 

uartercrl lor a l o n ~ e r  pr iod  nt Kabul would bo that these w r v o  supplier 
h u l d  gradusllr be eaten out, nnd for a forco staying a t  Kabul for rmv 
a aseond year, scriousdifficulties wotlld be met with in the matter of suppliis: 
Io 1879.80, with the exception of some g h i  nnd a t  first tea. we practically oh. 
tnined all our f w d  and grain sop lies lncallp, and had little or no oosirlnnec 
from Indin: IDol is not obtn inab .  ~ i rowor~d Ir proen~.al,ir io :clod rlu.aoli. 
ties, but diffi~ulty might arisein rcspect to this articlo after tho l i d  year, ar tbe 
expenditure in fuel would be necers;trily henry in lhe vinkr.  Thc supplp of 
ve-ctables nt Kobul is very fine, hardly any potatoes, but t,lle cabbves turn ip  
behoot ,  and carrots surpns% nnytlrloq seen in Iodin. ~imilarlr ,~rl;cr~, is 
lnrge supply of fruit in the senson. These would eoablr beneficik changes to 
be mndo in the rations for the troops. 



~ h ~ ~ e  ore no horned cnttle except those used for the plough oraatrnnaport 
and not moog them, so the mcnt supply has to be obtained from the dun,& 
,beep.   hey nre of excellent quality, and in weight averngo over 4OLs. when 
dmrsed, Lars0 supplies of clotlting can be obtained in tho city of Kabul 
bn,,,kaod other looally mauulacturcd mnterinl being utilized. Bocks, g~ord 
or nnd native shoes are also procurnblo. Poshtins are mado in lorge 
numbers A d  of excellent doscription, the fleece of the dtrmba heinn used. 

Kabul ifself artisnos and workmen of various description can be pFocnred. 
1~ around the oity sntermills are plentiful, nnd they can ho utilized for 
grinding wheat or grnin to a large amount. 

o u r  informntion about tho numbor of troop8 in the Kabul pmrince 
is not r q  reliable, and the normal distribution of these troops is nt 
the present time completely upset owin* to the Hnznm rebellion nnd affairs 
in tho dsmnr direction. General ~?lu lnm Haidnr Khan, the Com- 
mnnde1.i~-Chicf, wns reported lust genr to have rrith him in the Kunar 
valley and at Asmsr two regiments of cavalry, five battalions of infan. 
try, and fourken guns, and these troops nppcnr to be still there. Perhn s 
tho h a t  idea of the normal condition of tllings can he gathered from tge 
relurnr of the strength of the tmops in the Kabul prorince sent to the Govern- 
ment of Indm by tho British Agent at Kabul a t  the end of 1891. From 
thcse returns it  appem that the inhntry then consisted of eighteen battalions, 
numberiug 13,869 men, nnd the cnrdry of nine regiments with a total strength 
of 3,782 men. There were thirteen batteries of artillery, including one of 
machine and two of sorew guns. The total number of guns was 77, theper. 
ronnel of B e  artillery numbering 1,243. Thero were firecompanies of Suppers 
nod Miners (all Hazans) numbcriog 761. 

'T.Ic majurily 01 Ihc tronps to the Kabul provin~.c arc located in and nhoul 
ILc rrt!. TLuroi, a butall cantonment at Sliinsai in thc >luLurd~~tr lc t ,  w t h a  
normal garrison of one cnmlrg and onc inlnntry re~imcnt. Regular troops 
Jre also in ordlnnry timcs locntcd in Ghazni. Jalnlnhnd, Runar, and Khost, 
and there is sometimes n regiment in Rohistnn and in I~gl lmnn.  

Roans. 

l'hr l o l l o w ~ n ~  are the principal r o d s  in the Kabul province Taking 
6:.Lul itself ac tI10 ntartiug Ioolnt, the distances to lhc princtpd points 111 and 
nrnr .1Igh?n~stnn by these rnutes are as gtven below .- 

Milem. 
(I) hlszar-i-Sbsrif ui6 lbe Ilojipoh or Ink, Barnian, HnlBh, and Tsah. 

kvrebno ... ... ... 318 .. - 

(9) >leur.i-Shsrif asid Charikar, the Shibnr, Barnin, Szighno, Dosbi, 
. . . . . .  H.ibrk, and Tarhkurphnn ... ... 393 

(3) Marar-i-SPmriI oil Lhe Cbsl.rdar, Dosbi. Haibsk, rod Tanbkur. 
ghsn ... ... 2854 

... ( 4  Pe~bmmr nil Lataband snd Jdnlnbad ... 181 

... (i) Tbol uib lbe Sbutnrprdan sod Kunm 1521 
... (0) Ksnclnhar ail Ifaidan, Ghami, sod Knlst-i-Gbilmi ... 313 ... (7) Ksodsbnr mid Lopar. Gberoi, and KaIst-~.Gbilzai ... 328 

(8) Harat old Dsolalpr ... 467 

In addition to these. there am roada from Ohazni to- 

(9) Der. lornnil Kbao uni L ~ P  Guwl ,.. ... 
(LO) O.nno "id the Toob, .., 

205 
... 181) 

with r e ~ a r d  10 the above roads the first is the main kajln route betaeen 
Kabul and hfgl~an.Turkistnn. I t  c;ossw the aalershcd between the nelmand 
and Kubpl riven tho Unni K o h l  (11.WO feet ?);then traverses the north. 
0-t P O F ~ ~ O ~  of Bcsud and crosses into Bamhn by the nnjig0k (13,000 



feel?). Formerly thc highway went arer tho I r r k  pns., I,ot (be mad over Ihe 
nnjigak has beun imp~.ove<l Ily the pl.rrent Anlir, and conseq~~enlly lhst i5 aow 
t!lc main roolo. l'be 1Isji;nk is sli:hlly l o~rc r  rind apl,nrrnHy ca4.r lhnn llte 
~ m k ,  and ill point of dislnnee is praelienllv line G s m r  Irin- only oltc mile 
shorter. This road tn Unmisn is pmrtirnl,ld'lur lnden cdmc~s, ;nd could with 
a little labour be made passsl,le lor wheclr. 

Tltc road lo Bnrninn by Ihc Gl~orlnnd rnllrp and the Sljil,nr pow, although 
same 40 miles lon:cr lhan Illat I,y tile Ilsjignk, is prnclivnble lor ahc~~le r l  
col.rinwc I1cJ-onrl Chnrik:tr, lllc ~,rra:ut i\mir Imnvin;: mndc s road 16 to 20 leet 
w;da.o I t  is ~n~ol,nblc. Inon-crer, Illst it aould rrq~nirc some rrpnirs belorc i t  
C ( , U I ~  bc used lor rrl~colcd 1r:tIXc. l'his ruulr, crossing as i t  does lhe eompam- 
tircly low Sbillar prss (!),SO0 Ivet), ic open all l l ~ c  rcnr round, and is the only 
route bet\\-cen KsbulnndA\lgl>an-Purkislnn wlliell is so opun. The Amir has 
~ ~ ~ t i n u c d  tho road from Bamian down the Ssiplnsn v:tllcy nnd by Lllc line of 
tllo Surkllall la Yoslli, so that  tile wl>ole road from Kabul lo llaznr-i.Sharit, 
n l t l~ouEl~  very Ion:, is opcn Ihrougllout Ihe )-ear. I t  is dividcd into31 marches 
nr a p i n s t  27 by tltc first roulc. 

Thc third road 11.om Kabul to Ilnzar.i.Sl~arif also passes tl!raugh Chariknr, 
Ilut lrom Ibe Glnorbnnd valley it cra,scs tlnc Hindu Kush by 1I1e Chnhardar 
pass (13,900 lrct). 'I'bc road over the pass ia made. and is a~~ppased to bcpraeti- 

lor artillcry. I t  mcets tltc sccund roulc a t  Dohnu-i-Iskar, anc march west 
of Dosl~i. I t  is the sllortest ol  lhc llnrcc rouler, and is dividud into ?6 marches. 

The main road lrnm Ri~lntl  to Pesllalar is SO well-known that  it requires 
nidcscription. I t  is dividrd into 10 mnrchrs, and \ray Lrnverrrrl by rrhccled 
artillery (including lbenrg guos) dul.inb~ tlm latc SVUL 'lhe bigltest point on 
the  roulc is the Latabnod Kotal, s h i o c  is 7,7i5 feet. This routc is apcn all 
the Fcnr round. 

Thc Kuram route is also wcll-known. I t  reaches Dritish territory a t  
Tllal, n-llich is, holrcrer, some90 miles distant R i m  the railway a t  Khusl~algnrh, 
to n.l~icll pomt i t  is 20 marollcs lrom Kabul. 'Phis route crosses lllc Shutar- 
gardm paas (10,800 leet), which is clorcd lo tile passage of troops from the 
middle of Deccmber to the end of Blarch. I t  was traversed by rhceled 
nrtillery in 1Si0. 

Tllc roads Lo Kandahar lrom Kabul aid BIaidan and L o ~ a r  are 31 and 32 
marches ~.espcelirely. They hare both been used by I n q e  larces accompanied 
by n l l e ~ l r d  artillcry. Tlrc henry guns r~-hil:l~ accompanied Sir Yoonlrl Stewart's 
fol.ce in 1680 u*cd thc 1.ou1e oiB Nnidnn, but a battery of l~orso arlillery and 
e field btttery occompnuieil the main body moriuq inlo Logar. In  ctonsinn 
the Znmburak Kolal (8,100 lact) tho guns had to be loscrcd down a slee; 
gmdicnl lor about llalf a mile. 

Thc road lrom Kabul to n c r a t  c id  Daoln t~ar  follows the ko j ln  road lrom 
Kabul to Bnminn as lar  as  tho Uoni Kotnl, but aftcr crossing lhio pass i t  
branehrs off to tlrc loft, and runs through Bcsud and the Yai Z ~ n g i  country to 
Ilaolalgar, r ! ~ i c l ~  is about Inalf way to Herat. This roatl was mnrle by order 
o i  tlro prcsent Amir allout 18Sl, and is believed La l~avc  bcen widened and 
improvcd since. The last ordor was to complete thc road to a nidtll of 18 leet, 
and to make it practicnblo lor wheclrd suns all tho \my lo Iicrat, but, as for ns 
i t  is hno\ro, i l  is no? so an oceount of llie steepness of the grrdients in many 
plaecr. Tho grcnt elcvatiou of a eoosiilcnlble pnrt of this route also forlids the 
probability ol  i t  crcr proviug of much military imporlance. The dislance 
bctnecn Kabul and Hemt by l l~ i s  road is dividcd into 41 marches. 

Of tho roads from Ghazni to Uritish territory but littlc is known. Thnt 
by tho Gtto~nl is "rod nnuunlly by Inrgo kojilos of Pmrindaho. Lieulcnrot 
Uroallfoot trnrcrsed it in 1S99. Uy this mutc i t  is 1 4  mcrrhes lram Ghazni 
to Domandi, ll:c Curthcst limit af Urilish territory, aud 10 on from there lo 
Dcrn lsmnil Khan vii  the Gwnlcri pars. 

The rou!c Ilv the Toehi has never bccn visited by any Eurapcan, and our 
knowledge ol  it in derivcd lrom nntivo information, IL is tho shorlest r0.d to 
tiharni, nud is only 14 rnarrl~es fl.om Uanau. Wlnen it is opened up, i t  will 
become au inqrortant line oP communication belnccn India nod ~1IgI1:.nistnn. 



~ l s T n l c T S  OF TIIE K.IUUL P n o v I x E .  

JILALAD.\D. 

nlc distl.iot Jalnlahnd is abont SO milcs long from east to west, and 
on nn arcrage :{j milcs I,ro:~d Irom cart11 to soutll. To the east i t  r s t e ~ ~ ~ l s  tn 

the rnll 01 tllc lih;lil,ar pnss and to tlta Unrar vnllrp. 011 tho snutll 
it is boanrlcd 117 the Snfed 1Col1 rnnge. Thc xcstcrn I~oondary is n loltg spur 
from tilo Snfcd Koh eslhd Knrknclla. This mnar, after ruuuinl: norlhnanls 
to tllo lntilu,lc of Jnnclnlak, l u r w  mst~vards, nnd fnrn~s  tho ~lorlhern bouudnry 

tllu Jllnl:ll~acl d i s z c t  (sclmratin: i t  Irom La-hmnn) to the point allrrc tllo 
l iTbul ,.ivpr r n i r r ~  the plain. Tllc cnstcrn p&ticn of thc ICnrkncl~a range 
is;raalll, knoan by t l ~ c  nnmc of Sin11 1Zol1 (I,lnck mountain). Tllo r ~ m n i n -  
iuv l~orlilern boundary of t l ~ o  district is dclii~ed 11,. 1110 low llills nnrlll of Ucsud0 
l o i b c  1C11nar and Ijy the IIal~mnad llills Prom illc I c u ~ ~ a r  v a l l ~ y  to Lllpura. 
Tllc mrncrnl &rf:teo or the district is clivcrsilied hy Ion: spu~.s tllron-n out hy 
thc &led I<oh in a northerly dircctinn, rmching to within a Ee~r n~ilcs ol the 
ICnll~ll rircr, uud by two short isolated rnnpcs of hills, one to tllc soul l~  of 
Amllar 1Choon. awl tlto othcr r u n u i o ~  frnttl Ali I l o ~ h o n  to Lachipur. The 
Kabul rirer ontcrs the district a t  l)nruatn, tllc eastern termination of Ll~a Sia l~  
Koh range, and flaws in nu cnrtcrn direction l!lrounll lllc wllole rlistrict, dirid- 
in- it iuto 1n.o parts. Thnt to the nor111 is a nnrr; strip belween the rirer 
n z l  the ~nauntains cnllcd Hcsud to thc vest oI thc IConnr rirer and K ~ m a  
to tho cast of that rivcr up to tho point wbcm the mountains eomc clown close 
lo the lisbul rirer. linrtnnrd oI this point lie Goslbta and Chilinaur. 

Soutll of 1110 Kabul rivcr tho district ol Jdnlabnd may be dencribecl ;cl 

an irregular, undulating tract, enclosing a few smnll plnins, e.g., Jalalabad. 
Chardal~,Peshbolsk Ilatikot. kc., eorcrctl with low, hnre stony Ilills, and istcr- 
scctcd by mlmcrou;slreams issuiug from the Soled ]Cob, and florrin,rr towards 
the Kobul rirer. Thcse streams depend upon thc melting snow ffo their 
supply of water, and sometimes entirely run dry. 

The Surkbnb, n'hich rises in the Saled ICoh and flows nlong the castern 
and southern Icot oi the Kal~liacl~a and Sin11 K o l ~  rnngcr, is a considerable 
3tream. 7Yhcn in nood its wators arc of n bright retl colour, nhcnce its name 
of "rcd" rircr. On the left bank of the Rxl>ul river tlle only tributary 
worthy of mcntion is the Kunar. ~ r l ~ i e h  joins a t  R point four milrs bulow 
Js la labd  r i t l ~  a volume of waler, which is probably not Less thnn that of tho 
Kabul rivcr itself. 

The dislriot of Jalalal;nd is t l ~ w  sccn to be entirely surrounded by moun- 
tains. The view from the town of Jalalnbad in the winter is r e v  fino in what- 
ever direction t l ~ c  cpc is turncd. AIost impressive is thc splendid ran-o of tl!e 
S a b ~ l  ICoh towcriu:. tllnbcigbt of 1 B . G l O t  Icct, nnd for~ning a rn&tifircnt 
wall of rnor betn.ecn 1Curan1 and Jnlalabsd. Nortll of Jnlnlabnd, a t  ;?distnncc 
of nbout 20 milcs, is the ICnshmund wnqo of mountaias, rising to crer I.L,OUO 
icet, and ovc~lnokin: the !rllalc of ~aIGistan. Beyond Laghm:)n to tllc north- 
west some -litterin- pen1;s of tho Hindu ICash arc visible and to tllc north- 
east slvetrl?cq n\Ta<:x rollin: sca of mountains towards' Bnjallr 1cuoar. 
'I ho soutl~ern portion a1 Umdiatriet, Iyin: along tllo skirts of tbc sarCd K~I , ,  
is popularly tnown by the name Kingmhar. 

'l'l~o main roads trnvcrsc l l ~ e  district from =st to one pasPeP 
t h r o u ~ I ~  Dnkkn, U.lsnn-31, Barikao, .lalalabud, nolabad, rort D~~~~~ to 
Gandnmnk. The olhcr leaves the road just mcnliooed ,,t ~ ~ ~ ~ , , . ~ l ,  and, 

TIIIS nl.8.l n.3, la~.,nln,t#t.ld wi th  nhc &stnet  ih R,u. Lo ou,L.nr,Lor - 
t bl~.vmrn laerornt. 



in: Lhrouqll naliknt and >lnrina, rejoins tho olhcr ronrl at  Gnndamlk. Thc 
first menlioncd is used I I ~  LIII. nalivor o i  llnc cot~nloy in tlne cold w e a t l ~ ~ r ,  
and t l ~ c  ol.llur, which crosscs the splxrs from l l ~ o  S:llt:.l ICoh, in tlta wlnmer. 
norin: tine l ~ l o  war na nltrmnliro lnrrl Ivom Ilrsmrrl to dnlnlrl>nd nicl 
Laehipl~r ond illi Iloghnn nlon-. t l ~ o  rircr p.;n eonsll~uctctl, noocls also 11.1d 
inlo layltnmn nncl to Liannr. '~ l?c ro  nro, morc~orer, suvcrnl routes over Ihe 
Saicd Koh to Kurnm, bu l  Lbcsc are only mou~~tn in  tnchs.  

The elimnte of the plains of J:tlelnlmrl beor* a gcnoral resemblance to 
tltnt oC Pedmawnr. Ailcr tbo Silihs took Pcsha~rnr from llta Al:ltnns. Jnlnla- 
bad, on nocount uC Ihe mi1dne.s of ilu climate compared wit11 that  of ICnbul, 
w a r  IIlc invourile minter re*idcscc OF the linbal rulers. But lor two months 
in lltc snnlroer llic lwat is crn.ssire. Tlte n icle stony wmte or " dosht " of 
Bntikot is drcnderl lrornn pestilential wind wl8ic.h blows over it in the hot 
weathrr. Rain usually C:bIls iu madcl.alo <luanlilicr in tho moolhq of Decem- 
bey, January, nncl I.'cl,runt.y. Saow r-aarelg, i l  ercr. Ialls an the plains enst of 
Cnodnmnlr. During lhc winlcr, lrom Xorember to My, the wind steadily 
bloas lram t l ~ e  rrcsl, ollrn bringing violcut and dirngrceable storms of d u t .  
Tho west mind is gcnerallg tlrc rein bl.io;iag wind. ,lo lltc aprin: crop is 
gelling ripc, tllir wind lrcqucntly enuscs n~uc11 loss by sl~sliina and bendio: 
dn\v\.n tho l ~ r n r y  cnrs of ,,vain. 'l'ltis wind blows most screrely i n  tho im- 
nlrtlinlc nri;bbourl~ood i f  lhc town oC .Tnlnlal>nd, n.ltieb mny perhaps be 
nt1ribul:nblo to the situation and conG:.ttmtion of tile Sin11 Koh raonc to the 
west. Prom 31sy to Kovcmber llbc wind is Iron, tho cart. The ;alleys of 
the Salerl ICoh and tho Ilei~.llts of Gnndnmnk nrord cool and healthy rrtreatr 
in tho hot n.cnthrr. Tllc unhealtl~y scason iu  Jalnhbad, as in tho Punjab, is  
autumn, \\ hcn Ccvcrs arc rcry common. 

Thc inltnl,itlats oE the JalalJ,nd district bolnnn tomrious tril~es and races. 
ICnmn, Chiknnur, and L ~ l p u r a  are morlly inhahiicd by thc Khaasirni nad 
Rnizni sections ol  thc Nohrnaads. Crossiug thc river into Benld, r o  find ZI 

vrry u~isetl  population of Arabs, I)clicnnr, and Tajiks. On the western side of 
the districl we come upon the grcnt Gl~ilzai tribc. The strip of country be. 
twecn tho Sorkhnb and the Siah Kohand  Karkael~nmouotnins is  mostly in the 
hands of thc Gldlrais. They hnvc encroached npon tho lnndo of t l ~ o  Khugianis 
west ot Gnudnmak, and sevcral of t l ~ c  villager formerly in the possession o i  the 
I<l~ugiasis arc now held by tho Ghilznis. They sre also found scaltercd i n  
other pnrts of the district. They ,belong chiefly to the Jabbar K l ~ e l  and Babn- 
knr Ehcl scelions of the tribe. l l le wholc of thc south-sestcrn corner of thc 
district in accupicd by t l ~ e  Khugizni tribe. T l ~ c  Khugionis are a hnnch  of 
tlw Dulnni tribe. East oE the Khugianis come Lhe Shinwaris. who inhahit 
ncarly the wllolc of tho shirts of t l ~ e  Safcd 6011 to thc eastern limit of the 
district. Tllc centml portion along tho right bnnk of tho Knbul river, 
includinq Dakka, Hazarn~o, Bnrawal. Cl~ardeh, ate., is accupiecl bp Mohrnnnds 
of the snmo sections as those on l l ~ e  oppositeside of the river. l h e  inhobitants 
o f  thc Sl~rkbab ~ n l l c y  nre mostly Tajiks. I n  11)s a t l ~ c r  vnllers to the east of 
t l ~ c  Surkltnb thc populalion is mired, canlnining Mobn~nu~ls. '  Dehgans. Shin- 
mark, Tajiko, Soinda, oad a llcculinr lribc cnllcd Tirnir, who were formerly 
uxI~elled Crom Tirnl~, and ~lescondod lo tllc plains of Xingrahar. 

A l e s  IIindus are Iound iu every large rillngc. 

A clnrs oE pcoplc called I<ochis deservc sppnratn mention. The word 
" Koehi" litcrnlly morns n parson n,hn ruigratea, and i t i s  applied t o d l  lhu no- 
madic tribcs n h o  visit this district in the winter and rcmore to colder climatcs 
i n  thc summer. Amongst Ihc ICocl~is are fouod Arabs. Nol~mnadr. Qhilsnio, 
atr .  Tho Arnlls and ~rnndsrias Cliilzais bring Ihcir flocks of cnmrls nnd sllccp 
<ln\r,n lo tine plnins of Jalnlabnd to grnzc d u r i n ~  tho winter, but remove ta the 
hills Larnrds Knln~l iu the summcr. Tllc Kucbia ~rcrclargely cmplo).cd os cnr- 
ricrs during t l ~ c  lntc war. 

Tlln district of Jnla!xllnd contains no towus, mill) lhc crcrptio~l of Jnlala- 
l~nd  itwll, \r,hivll is  a ntisernblc, squnlicl plnce, a,nt:lioin: about 800 houses. 
Tho srllvmrr pcq~olalion does not rxeecd 2.000. The city is an irrc-ulnrquad- 
riletornl, surrounded by awall  which ertcnds for 2,100 yGds,nod harbnstionsnt 



~ , , ~ i , , ~  tllc lato Afglnn war n fcrt called Fort Sale was constrllcted 
nbollt', kile to 

the city, in 1vhicb q u a r t ~ r s  null hospitals n-cre built 

and wiicl, 
nr an E,,I,.P,K,~ for all kinds of wnrl~lio nnil cnmmissaria~ 

slorPs duri,,r tllc cnmpnixa. The Governor or Uokira of the district, r h o  is 
appcintcd lronl ~ ( ~ b u l ,  residcs a t  Jslalabad. 

vill:,qes in lllir district usunllp cnosist of serernl mud forts scattered 
orcr one sl~,nre milcr. Tllc smaller r i l l n s ~ s  consist of onc Inr-c fort, iu. 

a-l,icl, lllc l,cop~e llnru tllrir I~ousn. Unasllud rillngps arc C C ~ . ?  

compmreCl wi~lt tlte total cxtrnL of the district the arrn l~nder  cult.irnt~ion is 
yllr ,,lains Basanal, Chnnlch, and .lalalabad, the ion,-lying lands of 

Brrlld E ~ ~ T  -,"d  he banks of l l ~ c  Surkl,rb are n l l l~ ig l~ ly  cultiwted. For 

the tlhe roltj:n;io~l is confined to tlw banks of Lhc streams that ~lcsccnd 
fro,,, the snred Koh, sllcre n breadth of lromono to two miles is carclullg culli- 
vakd, ~h~ lo\rrr ,.id;cs and spurs of tho S:tfcd Koh thnt intersect the district 

bare nn,l uncultureble but the himltar mounlains of Kasbmund. Karknchs. 
snfcd &Il are elothri a i lh  thic<lorrsb of pior, nlmond, and other trees. 

~ 1 , ~  rultirntiou colald bc consiclc~~ably cxtcnded by t l ~ c  construction of 
il.riwatian esonl.l Irom lhe Kabul, l iunar,and Surkhnb rivers, especiallg near 
Jal:lsbad in Ucsud ; I ~ u t  there is littlc room Ior further cullivution iu the 
vicinity oI the smrllrr strenms. 

TIro crops arr obtained in the year whcn water is abundant. Tho spring 
crops are cbioHy wheat and barley, and thc autumn orops arc j o ~ o u i ;  n~uah, rice, 
and bajrn. 

L a a n a r ~ ~ .  

The district 01 Ingltman is J jout  20 miles from east to west, and on a n  
average 32 milcr from north to south. It may be said to begin a t  tho western 
end of tho Uarunta norne and, skirting the northorn base of tho Sinh Hob, 
extends in an Pa%ter?y 2r;clioo up to Badpakht. The valley takes a norlhern 
direction a t  Nandnrrar, and, procecding etraight up to Tegarhi (Tigri on map). 
bilurcatcs into two porlions, one going up tho Alingar, 2nd the other up the 
Alisbnug ralluy. I t s  bouudnrios on the norlb nro the Knfri*tnn mountains. 
on tlir east tho Kasl~muotl mngc, on the south tho Siah Roll rangc, and on tho 
west tbe Ushin rircr srparnting Inghrnan from the Safis of Tngao. On the 
cnstem side R cliain of spurs runs down finm the Kashmund nnqe ,  terminating 
just nbova Cl~oharbngh. T l ~ c  aspect of the country in Lhis dircctlon is dreary to 
n degree. sud cousists of aandy hillocks without nny cultivationor regetation on 
Ihen~. The soutllern portion 01 thevnllcy, thoush it  has some cultivated lands 
nod nourishing villngcs, has notlling to boilst of in the way of beauty. The 
same remarks apply to the ive.itc~.n portion, but nothing can exceed the 
grandeur of its nortllern partr. Looking nortb.wcst from Tegarhi, the eye 
rests on l l ~ e  beautiful Alislmng. wit11 its numerous rilla"cs, lortr, and river. To 
the norll~.e~st, catcn,ls the Alingar valley, wit11 its villszes nnd forts belon-ing 
lo llrc dilic~renl Glrilzai clliels, tl~cwholc bounded 117 a ;ass of snow~mount;ins. 
\Tell noodcd spurs run down on cil.her side of botb tllc Alishan" nod Alingar 
valleys. Thc civil administration of the district is carried on by 1 Govcrnor or 
Ilukola appointed from liabul, who usually resides a t   hi. 

With regard to the rivera in tbis district, tho Kabul flows from r e s t  to 
east tllrough the southcrn parts of Lnghmnn, and psssco out through tho 
Darunta gorgc into thc Jalalabad district. Numerous small canals nre takeo 
on from it  toirrigate the land on either bank of the river. ~ 1 , ~  ~ l i ~ b ~ ~ ~  
i l  supposed to h a ~ e  its source somewhere about Wrajmhsn rind, flowing in 
south-eaalcrly dircotiau, joins tho Alingar a little bclo: 'reisrhi. ~l~~ *]ingar 
btresm flo\rs lrom the mountains of Kafristao, and, =Iter joining tile ~ l i ~ h ~ ~ ~ .  
the combined strums flow southwards, and meet the ~ a b u l  river to 
Charl~nrbsch. 

Thc r o ~ d r  in the L3gl:man district arc not many, nor are they much 
u ~ e d .  Tllis is partly due to the fact that the main Ilighray from India to 
Kabal paws south of In*bmao, and also to the deprcdntionsof Ghilrai robbers, 
\rho reudcr the roads uos;fe. Were this not the case, an easy road runs irom 
h a h m o g  ci4 Uargai and tho southern bank of the Kabul river to Daruuto, and 



soon to Jalnlabad, lcrscninn tho llistnnce six or sovfn milcr hetacen Kabul 
a d  Jnlnlnbad. Tho oolyapoint8 allera ony con.idcmblo lnl,our ~vould h+ 
re uiwd to mokc this inlo n rcallg sood rond Iar all arms are thc Unrunta defile 

tho Dnllali pus .  Betrccn Lhcse two points the rond, ns it osists in ita 
unmade condition. olIcrs unusunl Loilitier to the march of r, Corec from ih 
oontiquity t o n  large rirrr  nncl its anry gmdienta. A second road lends crnm 
Jalolobnd to Tegsrhi u i l  Clrrllnrhnglt aud hlnnclrawar. This road is n rery 
Cnir one tho ~vholr Wac, R I I ~  nit11 R liltle improrc~ncnt mould be fit for m y  
traffic. The Kabul rirur, hotievrr, hos to bc crosrcd, and, although there nro 
acveral Iurds wbiob can Ibe urcd in lhe rold weatl~cr, thc r i r r r  is not rorclnllla 
a t  all io Lhc summer. TIII: only rr?alnr Icl.m'y that exists plies just below the 
junction of 1110 Aliognr and h b u l  rivers. From Tcgarhi a small loreo went, up 
the ra11ey of tlle Alingar in Fcbruary lfiY0 ns fa r  u BaBinbaP, whcl-c thc 
English cs1,tives were detained in 18l.S. From 'Kcgarhi nnolhar rand lcacls to 
Badpaltht, and oa on to Kabul. This rond is joined I>cttvcen Tegarbi nnd U a d  
pnkht by onc corning Imm Naod~.nrar.  

Tho climate of tlnc southern portion of Lhe Lavhmnn valley is somenhat 
similar to tha t  of Jnlnlnbad, bu t  more braoin: nofhcnlthier. Thc heat rlur. 
ing summer must bo excessive, but there are no durtslorms like thoso in the 
Jalalobnd district, which render existcncc unbearable. Furlher norlh a t  
Tegarhi, and up the Alishnngand Alingnr ~a l leys ,  the heat in tho summer is 
mid not to bo excessive, and during the n-orst period, fram the 20th June to 
the end of August, tllcrc nro piuc clad v d k y s  on t11o slopcs of the high rnages 
which cnn he resorted to. 

Formerly the inhabitants of the Lagllman valley ac re  lor the most pork 
Tajiks. but tllc Ghilznis have gradually driven out the peacelul Tnjiks from 
their land. nnd have spread themselves all over tho callcy. At tho present 
time n c  find the Ghilroir occupying tho country on both sides of the Knhul 
rircr, and their forts 2nd rmlLg~:s ;are acnttcred tbroughouk the Alingar va!ley. 
The Tajikr occupy the villages in Lho Alishnng mlley, and crtencl to Tegarhi, 
llandr:~a.ar, Unidar Kllan, and Cl~nhnrbagh. SnGs nre to be foundin the north- 
awst of tllc district. Hindus ore in nll tho vi1la:es. Kuehis visit, the district 
during the winter and return with their csmolr, Iloeks, and bards at  Line approach 
of suwnlcr to coldcr rrgions. 

The districtof Lnghmnn contains no town nf any note 'I'l~ere nre some 
130 to 160 villaaer, of s h i e l ~  Chnhnrl>a*h is the Inrgert. I t  is unfortified. 
and consists of'& enll~~ction 01 Inomlet: Jlnndmwnr is another I q c  and 
flnurisl~in- village. also anfortiiicd, s i l h  s good Hindu tmtlin; eammonitg 
rritbin itsonalls. Tegarhi was also a flourishing place until r severe flood 
ovcrthrca its hamlets ant1 ruincd its cnriraos. 

The district of L n ~ l ~ m n n  is cstensirely cultivatcd, hrvinq three rirers and 
tbirtgciqht irrigation mnnls. The inhabitnuts of tllc vnllcy have b r o q h t  
under cultivation all tlle land n,liero tllcy c m  mnnn:e to brin: water, ond the 
cullivation is of a hi-h class. A large amount of supplics could, if required, 
be d rawl  Irom this %strict. 

Tho ellief products of the spring. harvest are whcrt nod barley, nod the 
autumn crops are rice, cotton, jolonr, tnash, &c. The rhict crop in the count 
is rice, tihioh is exported 011 rnIts to Jnlalabad, and taken by I<uchia to ~ a b a  

The I(urar dirtriet consists of tho valley of that  name. I t  is bounded on 
the cast and oouth-eaqt by the Kobul Snpnr range, which, rising tn n height of 
9,000 fcat, separates it fram Bajrur. 'Phis n n p  appears to be a continuntino 
of IheLzhori (Loanrai) mounhinn scparaling Clbitral Imm Dir, and forms the 
w a h h e d  between the K u m  and Dajaur river systems. On the north-west 
Ulo valley is bounded h the Kashmund ranqe, sepnrnting it flom Kafriatan. 
On tho rswst is the ~ a ~ i ? m a n ,  and on tho south tho Jnlalabad district. Thsse 
boundarieo ore, however, not accurately dcfined,nnd in a map furnished by the 





I n  Jnnusry 1879 Gcneml Itoberta marchell with n amall column of 
nII arms from IInzir Pir in the Kumm rnlley to Jlntun, the Ilcnd-quartan 
of the Khaut district. I n  his desprtel~ he descril,es the wltolc district n. 
richly cultiratcd and proiluein: lar-c quaotitics of rice. trhcnt, l e . ,  and the 

eople n. passeslio,o considerable?tenls of cntlle nod ehcop. The fort a t  
81nt-n was ,lcperibod as of the same ~ c n e r s l  plan, but smaller lhno the fort 
nt Kurnm, and was a t  that time in ih i f fc reut  rep i r .  

There are no lorgc rillrgrsin Khart, hut thereara numcrous amnll hamlelv 
scattered 311 over the mlley. Uatuu, besides its lort, consists o l  a p u p  of 
oomc thirty hamlets. 

The Kliostwals call tliemselras Pathaos, hut they ore probably a mongrel 
race lika tho Bannuchis and Daruris. 

KlmsLcan be entered from Uanou. Dilnnd Khel, or Kumm. From Ibr 
last mentioned there is a ol~aiee o l  thrcc roads, hut prrl~aps the easiest is the 
one followed by our troops in 1879 from IInzir Pir c i l  Jaji JInidan and the 
Dunni pass. This is practicabla for crerytling except wheeled traffic. To 
the west there nre reported to be two ronds Iram IChast, ooo gain- throumh the 
Mangal country to Kabul, and the other qoin: thruugl~ tho dadr; eou& to 
Qhazoi. These are both said to be pract~esblc lor laden enmels. Traders pro. 
ceedin: from Khost to Kabul grncrally. I~oivcrer, use the road uii Jaji 
AInidnn, thc Darn.azagni pass, and Kumm. 

The climntc of Khost is warmer than that of Kuram. Matun, the eapitsl 
and residence of the AFghan governor. hm an elcvatian of 3,802 feet above 
scn level. 

ZnnuAT. 

Very little is known of the district of Zurmat, and no survey of the coun 
try exists. I t  is said to be about 40 miles long by 20 miles broad. I t  is 
6e sratcd lram Logar by an olFshoot of the Safed Koh, which is crossed by the 
~ [ i m u r  pass. Bouth-west a i  Z u r m t ,  and bordering on it, is Katawa~. The 
valley is drained by t k  Gardez stream. which falls into the Ghnzni river 
south of Gharoi. The inhabitants of Zurmat are Tajiks and Qhilzois. The 
principnl place in t b  district is Gardez. which ia one of the chief centres of the 
Qbilzai tribe. 

There are said to be four principal mutes in Zurmnt. Tbeso are :- 

(1) To Kabul oiL the Altimur pass; 

(2) To Kumm v i i  the Chakmani valley; 
(3) To Gbazni ci6 Kolalghu ; and 

(4) To Mukur z iS Shilgur. 

Little or nothing is known of the nature of these ronds with lhe exccp. 
tion of the first one. The summit of the Altimur p?sr was visited hy s 
rccannoitring party from the Logar valley a t  the beginom- of May 1F80, and 
it was reported that vith n little work this rond into ~ u r r & t  could Ile made 
pmctiable for all cseept wheeled trnffic. 

I n  Lleptemher IS39 3 force, including artlllcry and cavalry, risiled Zarmnt. 
and s p i n  in Scptcmber 1841 troops re re  scot into Zurmat to rdducc the 
country to order, and the forts, rh ich  werc round dcrertcrl, wort: 311 dcstmy~rl. 
Unfortunatels there is no dctailed rrcord or thcnc aporslioni, so tllal the rourc. 
lollowcrl oanoot be delerrnincd 

K n n n - A Z  

OI the district of K o h w u  also hn~dly nnythiug is h o r n .  11s lclllth is 
snid to bc about 48 milesaocl ilsbrcadth 21. miles Tllc pl:tiu ic level and oprn. 
boundctl on the mst by t lx~  Kollonk muse null on the west. br tllc 1inln"on: 
and Zllorlr hills. To the oartl~ it rc?ehep Zurrunt, nod to tho'south ns far ns 
lakc Ah-i-Istdab. This district entirely bclony. t o  thc Sulimau Kbel Ohilsais : 



es.~adrl,nl, of ~ ~ ~ n a r  (Sniad Ynllmod) in August 1802, the boundaries the 
Kuaar district (ns i t  nns in his time) only includc tbo low spurs and the valley 

sideof thoriver. I t  then extended ns far up lhu vnlley nq Chicvor 
anmi, ~~~l year ~l,eAlnir ndrnnced his boundary sowe twenty milcs in &i, 
rlirection fir Asmar, which lllnce he now claims as part of Af"hanistan. 
~ l , i =  ,.llirn die oorornmrnL of 101rlin have refused to admit, as t iey  re-ard 
A~~~~ is an indcpcnrlont strte, with which tllc Amir llas no right to interrprs. 
~h~ distsnco from Jdalabnd to Chignr Sarai ss tho crow Bics isahoul GO miLe3, 
but bg tllo rondolong tho vnllry i t  is some twenty milcs mure. Tl~is  road has 
reoent~g been rcpnircd, and it was trarersed by no AIghan Iorcc, inrludin; 
cu,.olry lad nrtillcry at tho beginnin? of last gear. so i t  must hc s fairly nood 
mnd. For thc dcsc;iption of the vnlley we nre dependent an nntirc infa:ma. 
tiou as itdocs not appear that noy Englisllman ltao visitccl it nborc the town 
of i u o n r .  A little shoro Shown, rrl~icli is fourteen miles from Jalalnllad, the 

narrows to about n milc in width, and exceeds that breadth only in the 
neigl~bourllod of Kunar itself, where it  widens to three miler. Kunnr is some- 
limes spoken 01 as Old Kunar to distiosuisl~ it  fmxn Pnsllnt a r  Xc\v Kunar. 
At Chigar Sarni tho Poch stre3mjoins the Kunar. Thc Pech Darra is occupied 
by Safis. 

The liunnr valley is dmined Ily n river which rises near the Baroghil pnss. 
and flows througl~ bIastuj and Cl~itml. Soutl~ of Lhc lnlter place it  is mlled the 
Obitrnl river, hut lowcr in ils course, until i t  falls into tho Kabul, i t  receives 
the name of the Kunnr. At Old Kunar tho river is about 60 paces brond nnd 
is rapid and deep, and the s t r u m  is snid only to ho fordable sometimos in the 
cold rreatbcr.* 

Thero is a road fmm Jalalabad to Chi:ar Sarai which keeps to the right 
bank of the Kunor tlie whole way, and another road which crosses a t  Pntau by 
a ferrv m d  runs t h r o u ~ l ~  Old Kunnr and Pashat to Mnraora close to Chigar 
8nni;iut on the opposite (left) bank of the stream. Besides these, several 
trscks lead over the llills on the east of the valley into Bajnur. 

The principal towns are Sbewa, Kunar, and Poshnt, all of which nre snid 
Lo eontaiu about 1,000 houses. The last mentioned place is nON the hend- 
quarters of the dislrict. 

Tho district in inhabited by Yohmands, 8nBs, Tajiks, nod Dchgnna. The 
langunges spoken nro Pushtu and Laghmani ((n mixture of Snnscrit. modern 
Persian, Purhtu. and n largc number of words of some unknown root). The 
number of Bgbting men thnt could be mustered is snid to he about 2,000, of 
whom half carry firearms. 

Formcrly the valley was under the rule of a family of Saiada, hut Saiad 
Yabmud, known ns the Badshah of Kumr,  who is the prcsent representative 
of the family, is nowa refugee in British territory, and his tcrritorg Iorms the 
present Afghan district of Kunar. 

K n o s ~ .  

Thi (l~rlsict of Kliorl consists of Ihc rallry of tllal asme, which 
the upprr porliun ot the r=llrs of the Shnmil or Kaito river. I t  is llounlled 
on t l ~ c  north, norlh-cxst, and north.ncst Ilp Kurnn~ and Zurmnt, anll b j  ille 
Turi Jnll >Inn-nl 31akb:~l, and Jndran Irihcs. ou tlw east and sauth.ealt 
by t ie  ~b;werb ]illEl Wnzirir, wrst Ilg the ~ ~ d ~ ~ k  countrr qn,l south I , ~  D ~ .  
war. 11 is said to bc fortv milps Inn- -,~ld 8s wntrrrd &' ihrec sll.enms, the 
most imporlant o t  n.b~cb i s  tlte ~ l > n n s . .  ~ P I K  dr:,innSe of ~ ( l ~ ~ ~ t  falls into the 
ICorsrn rh'cr 21 Ziswon. The inbal,ltnnts of the lli lr~ion of tho 
vllley ore ullccl Khosl~~:~lc, whilc Llic I m e r  ic I,? maeirra. 
mitb wlinm thr lihostwl-nln we on ,.nor1 trrnlr fllev dwags 
rend1 1%) cornbinc in attacking. tb& Tuvi neifidbou,y, ~ 1 , ~  mounLins 
confine Kl~o.il on nll .ide.; nli'ulrl plcotr of tilnbcr, fuel, alld 
-- ..~ . - - - - - - - -- - - 

' Thr -'&' b*' (*"led ib-  B"... r h r r  u-r 1t'luuillvo r,,,, IL" Kabul lo ,he ulo.,b of F"b ru,r, 



I n  Jnnuary 1879 General Robcrts marched with a arnnll column of 
nII arms from Hnzir Fir in the Kuram valley to Blntun, the hcatl-~uarten 
of the Kltost district. I n  his despatch ha dcseribe~ the wl~alc district- 
richly cultivate~l and producing largo quantities of rice wheat &e, sod the 
people os  possessing eon=idernllle herds of cattle and' sheep: ~ i e  fort a t  
Mntun was dcncrihotl as of the snmc general plan, but smaller Utnn the fort 
ot Kuram, and wns a t  that timc in illdiffcrant repair. 

Tlwre are no Izrg* rillngrsin Uhost, hut therenra numerous amnll hamlets 
scnttercd all over the valley Matun, bcsidos ilg Cort, consists of a gmup 
come thirty hamlets. 

Thc Khostwals call tllemselvw Pathans, but they are prol~nbly s mongrel 
race like  he Uannuchis and Daroris. 

Klrort can be entered from Uannu. Biland Khel, or Kuram. From the 
last mentioned there is a elloice of throe road*, but prrltal,s the cariert is the 
one iollatved by our troops in 1879 from IIazir Pir rid Jnji Yaidnn and the 
Dunni pass. This is prneticable lor erer).thin" cxcept whcelcd trnffic. To 
tllc west tbere an, reported to be two rands i rou?~bas l ,  ooo going lhraugh the 
Illnn~al coontry to Kabul, and tho othcr going tllrou"ll the .ladran country to 
Ghozoi. Thero are both said to be prnct~cablc Cur lagen camels. Tradera pro. 
eerlinn from Kllost to Kabul penernlly, hoivsver, uce tlla road a i i  Jaji 
~ a i d a i ,  the Darwnzngai paas, and Kumm. 

The climato of ghost is warmer than that of Kurnm. Matun, the cnpitnl 
and residence of the Aighan governor, has an elcvntion of 3.882 feet above 
sen level. 

ZonaraT. 

Very little is known of the district of Zurmat, nnd no survey of the coun- 
try exists. I t  is said to be about 40 miles long by 20 miles bmnd. I t  is 
se arnted Crom Logar by an olEshoot of the Snied Koh, which is crossed by the 
~ K i m u r  pns~. South-west of Znrmat, and bordering on it, is Katnwoz. The 
valley is drained by the Gardez stream, which falls into the Qhnzni river 
south of Ghosoi. The inhabitants of Zurmat are Tajiks and Ghilznis. The 
principal place in the district is Gardez, which is one of the chief centres of the 
Ghilzai Iribe. 

Thero are said to be h u r  principd routes in Zurmnt. These nre :- 

(1) To Kabul o i l  the Altimur pass; 

(2) To K u a m  vid the Chnkmani vnlley; 
(3) To Ghazni cid Kolalghu ; and 

(1.) To Mukur tid Shilgur. 

Little or nothing is known of the nature ol thesc ronds with the excep- 
tion of the Brat one. The summit of the Allimur psas was visited hy a 
reconnoitring party from the Logar valley nt the bepinning of May le.80, and 
it r a q  reported that a i t b  a little work this road into Zurmat could Ire made 
practiesble lor a11 cxcept wheeled traffic. 

In September 1839 a force, including artillery and cavalry, visited Zarrnot. 
and nnan in September l u l l  troops were scnt into Zurmat ta wduce the 
count$ to ordcr, and the forts, which !\-en. found dewrtcrl, were all dertroyrd. 
Unfortunately there 1s no detsilecl record oI tl~csc oporationi, su that the roulu. 
folloseil connot be determincd? 

KATAVAZ 

Of the districl of Kahwaz also hardly n n j t b l u ~  is l i na rn .  11s lcupth is 
mid to bc about 48 milessod itsbrendth 21. rnilcr Tlle ~,l .~io IS lcvcl nud opvn, ~- ~- 

houode.1 ou tlre ea-t by tIw Kaltonk mlqv nn.1 OII the ;%..<r I ) ,  rlw lk:all-aos 
~ n t l  Zlmm hills. To thc notrl~ 11 r c ~ r h ~ l  Zurnnr,  nod to tbo'roull~ ~s Idr as 
lnkc Ab.i-Istnd3b. This dL11i.t rot~lzly I eltn;:tc tbc Sultruzu Kbel (ihilcl~, . 



tho sellled sslions living in the centre of the vnlley, aud the nomads wander. 
in. ,,but tho foot of the mnuntnios. The villnps are ~ e n ~ r a l l y  groups of 

~ hr l r ,  cnntnininq ton to sixty houses. The :bore is tnken from 
rile mport of tiautpannt Bronrlfoot, mho passed through Katnwan i n  1038. 

~b~ p;ln.ind:llb routr irnm Uhnzni to the Punjah v i i  the Gulnal runr 
tl,mugi, Kntnwaz, and is used by tho Pawindohs in theirannual migratious 

Yuxoll. 

~h~ ,lirtrict of JItlkur is llounded on the south by the Kandshnr province, 
on tiLe lry the IIamrajat on the uartll b r  thc Qhazni district, and on the 
east by Kztnn,az. The rnain'mnd from Kaidahnr to Iiabul runs tllrough the 
cenlre of tllis district. This rood, ~rlliah as fnr as  n11tkur follows tile vnlley of 
the ur,,runk, xvos (mrersed bg wheeled artillery bolh iu the first AIghnn war 
and in tho 1879.80 campaign. 

~~k~~ is raid to be a populotls and xrcll cultivated district. I t s  appear. 
nncc is, I~oaever, not attraolivu owin: to tho defioiency of trces. Tl,e inhabit. 
ants nra Gllilznis, ohicily ot the Tnnki  section ; but thcra ore also Andari nud 
Sulimau IChsl. 

Tlreg l i w  iu fortified rilla es, wllich n p p a r  to be very numerous. The 
grown are chicfly wheat, an! barley. 

Tile Ilead.quarten of the district is Yukur itself, on tho right bank of the 
~ a r n a k  s t r a m  near i ts source. It i s  6,tGl feet abovc sea level. and is Gb milcs 
lrom Ghazni and 70 m i l c ~  from Knlat-i-Gl~il~ai. Grass and forage alo mid to 
bc pmcnrable here iu abundnnee. Thorc are n grent many villages protected 
by mud torts in tho neighbourl~ood of Nukur, and, judgi l l~  lrom Lhe rich 
cultir:ttion around, ~ m i n  in plenty should he procur:~hle. Goats, sl~erp, cattle, 
kc., urn said to bc kept iu Iargcnumbors; hut as the villages iu 1680 5rel.c all 
~loscrtd, nciLber s~lpj~lies nor lirr-qtock were obtainable, erocpt such ss wcrc 
buried or olhorwisc htddeu, and aCtero.ards tounrl by loraging pnrlics. 

Some 10 or 12 miles to tho west of Nukur  is Shiukni, whero Ll~c present 
Amir has cstnl~lish~d a small cantonment. 

(;nazNI. 

The Gllnrni district is hounded on the north by Maidan and Ucrud on 
tllesouth bp tho districts of Mukur and Katawaz, on the easl by ~ o g a r ' a n d  
Zurmat, and on the west by the Haznnjnt. 

I t  is dmincd by tbc Chazni river. I\ plentilul supply of woter oppe:lrs lo 
be obbiuablo in tho district, excopt in the months of Juuc nod July, when it  
is scarca. Tllc \vestern portion or tho districtis hilly; tllu northern portion con. 
sists of the \Vardak valley between Logar and the Bnzxra hills; and the re- 
mnindcris said to hc genc:r~lly an irregular plain. !veil irrignttvl and cultivated 
i a  mauy parls, rvitlt liere nud t l ~ ~ r c  tnc ls  of waslc, diversified by undulations, 
nnd by low, stoup, and bare hills 

' n ~ e  mrin roads from Gl~azni ore to Kaudohar uiri Kalat-i.Ghilzoi (221 
milea), and to Kabul v i a  Unidnn. 92 milcs, or uii  thsLogar vnllep (106 miles). 

These mods have all I ~ w n  tvavcrsed by tmopn of all arms. Tilere is also 
n rond to Band-i.Amir, nnd so on to Mazar-i.Sl~nrit, ri6 thc Ynrm Yusuf, 
This road rune t l~rougl~  Ucsud, nnd crasscs the Kob-i.Baba bv tho Znrd sang 
Kotal. I t  is raid to Ile practicnblo for baggne  animals ; mulea only 
and not camclr. The iuhahitnutr o[ the ~ i a z n i  district chicfly ,,f 
Qhilzaie (lor the most part belon-in. to thc Tnraki Andari and ~ ] i  =hel 
sections), Wardaks. Tnjiks, and lIo;.ngs. There nre i,csides I felv ~~~~~i~ 
and Hindus. 

Thc main divisions of lhr Gliilzais have scpnmte tmets of country known 
by lhe oamo OF the trille or serlion oceupving it  Thc villages are usually 
mode up  n l  n group of lort-r, or r~alled enAlosures, ~rh ieh  collcotirely bear a 
cuminon iinme. Tho inhnbit~nnts of the district an: divided into two parts- 
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tho sc~tlct l  population, and t11c " 1C11rl1ir "o r  nnmnds. The I : ~ t l ~ r  are only lo 
be found in lllcir Irilml llrlme. in tllc snmnlrr. TIwy nm all t i l l i l ~ : ~ i ~ ,  allrl 
ljrlonx mninlg to tlw rcctions knos.n as ICl~:~n,tis. 3Linn I<lle~a, h'nuin, A [ ~ I ~ ~  
Khels, ALianis, nntl Dc~lanis. J laay 01-Lhr :dlusc come do\\ n to  I<rilk\, territory 
in the r s i~~ te r .nad  arc kntwn ns L'mri~!clnl~*. Bavrpt ntnong llle T:tjikq an,[ 
Uazoras, the l'uslmtu I: ln~unse i* ganer;hlly spukea. TItc Unz.lr;lsam S I , ; ~ ~ ~ ,  
l lut  tile rcst a1 the i~~l~ol,il;lnt!r :arc Ja#r,r is.  

IVilll r ~ ~ 1 . d  tn tllc clilnstr, rllill ~lsu:lll.~' falls in Ilnrelb a d  ~\l!ril, and is  
gcrcr;tlly I,~.ec8vlell byn nnl.Lh wind. 'Plte cl8la.l ol~:~~.;helc~~~irli~.r of tlle r l i m ~ t e n r ~  
rbe sever,. colll of rsilltcr alld tllr ltlildllrs\ o l  11111 sllmlllc~r hcat. TIII: Gltnlni 
B Y ~ ~ I P ~ ,  srlmielt eontmc.ncur in Harember :anfl 1:11ds in 3l:trell, is more sercre 
the K;~bu l  one. and Ihere ir nl3v:bys n gre:tt de l l  01 stlo\\,. U o r i n ~  1111: I U O ~ L I ~ ~  
of  Alny and J u n e  t l~e rc i s  ol leua strong stind fro8nt tho \\'nl.d~k direction, sl l i rh 
brings wit11 i t  violcut nad di*a:rreal,le ?~t .n~.~aaol dust, and is ,lt,strurtive of the 
Iruit. l'eww preroil in Llto aut\nmn. Tile c11it:f procluctsof tllc sprin: cropn 
nrc ~rltent ,  Imrlcy, and gvark, and of lllc nutan>n crop? rieu 3 ~ d  Indt:~n.com. 
Vomot;~l,lcr are "mwn roend Cl~azn i  and tlle lamer \illn;er, and considernl~lu 
qu:ntiitics oC fruit RIC also raised. Wllcnt 31111 11:111ey n1.0 exported from (ibnzui 
l o  I inbel ,  and supplies lor a Inrgc rorcc nre oblaineblc in lhc nei~ll l~ourbood of 
Gharoi  ilself. 

Tbc ciri l  nd~ninistration of Ihc di.!ric:t is in lhu hrnd- or n Governor or 
Hokir~ al>poinlell Irom Kabul. IIis Ilenll.<(u:lrlcls art! a t  tillil~lli. T l l e ~ e  81.0 
also lI,cki,,is in tile Wnrdnk, :\li ICllel. and 'Lwahi divisions uf tho district, 
who are undcr tlle ordcrs or tho Gli:~rni Ilakiao. 

The only ~ ~ l s c c  in, Ute district e.lbicl~ can be  rnlled n town is Glmzni ilself. 
This is situ;bie I OII  llrc lclr b;tnli ul  tho Gltazul rivcr, and is iu ,It t l ~ c  ;In irrc- 
gular sqa:tre. I 1  is surround+,d by a Iliqh tvall (n l~ao t  3U Cort Iligh) built un 
tllc top of a moond, in p r t  naluml aurl in part nrlilicisl. This n.all is flanked 
nt  ir l tgolar  intervztls by ton,e~,s. Tlte tofill circuit, cxelusivc of tlle ~ o l l  of 
the  citadel, is 2,Lij  yards. Tlbe citadel is pcrcl~e<l on tllc lap of a kllall ou tho 
norlh sidu 01 tho cit).. I t  is 150 rcet above t l ~ e  plain anrl commands the city 
cmtirely, but1,otlt tho town and citadel ore comm;tndcd by thc llills to the 
nor1l1-east. I n  1880 thc city war described ns " mcrcly na assemblage of 
n.rcteherl houses. xvilll nolllin- deserving tlic namo 01 street ' ' '. 
A ruioed cita~lcl, broken &,L uselcsr pzrnpcts, erackcd and tumbled-dono 
tmre~.s, crombling curtain ~valls, nnrl n silted up dilcb are nll tllat romnin of 
the  oncu Palnous st~onghold of Ghazui." 

Orvin- to its hein* eommnnded si t l l in rsngc Irom t l ~ c  nortb-wcrt, Gllarni 
would ncv& be nl~le t:resi.;t tho nttnck of n modern Eurapcnn a r m y ;  pet i ts  

oritioo io of stntcgical  impnrl:~nce, s'helherconsidered as part of n line of 
iefcnce owninst n r  oncmy ndrsbcinn lrotu the n.est, or  ns n position giving a n  
invader &om tllc c t r t  a dominan$ o r r r  al l  tltc country of i\fgltnnistan. As 
stated $,ovc, i t  is eonncctal hp ~,oacls prnclienblc lor al l  nrmr wilh lIabul and  
with Kaodnllnr s i i  Knlat-i.Gllilzai. It is also conoceled with India by roads 
from Dnnou ciJ the Toclti and from Dcra Ismail Klmn v i i  l l ~ e  Gumal. Thcso 
roads are plaotionblo lor crcrglhiog cxecpt rrl~erled trnffio. 

1,ocnn. 

The L o ~ r  district consists of tllc vnllcr of the  Logar rivcr, and mag be 
rou:lily dcsaribcd as crtcn~lion from Amir &la on tlnc south to Safmd Snug on  
Lbe north. For eonrcoieucc ;kc, i t  may be divided into tltrcc portions:- 

(i) Upprr Loxnr, eztoncliun from Amir ICaln to tho olllcr side of tho pass 
lying bet\\-rcn 31iP Saidou and Lliramk, callcd Tangi Ulsnt.at. 
This i* Ily Inr the mast paptllous and prosperous part  of lllc rnlley. 
cooktinin: as i t  does L11e very l o r ~ e n n d  Ilourishin.: Vraup* of ril- 
loges knus.n raslreeli~~ely as Darrki.llnjnn, Darak i -h~ .ak .  Padlino 
l lugl~nni,  and I'n~lknoSI~nhonn, order ono of tvhieh names almost al l  
t ~ l c r i l l a ~ e r  enclaced si t l l in tltegrent nren of cultisnlednnd irrignled 
land is grottpcd for 1,evcnuu purposes, and i t  is Lhis porlion of the 
mllc,p that  may be lovkcd upnu as coustitatin; thc real gronarg 
oE Kabul. 
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si,ely nlol,x I I ~ C .  lnonlia of t l ~ u  1.i1.e~. and llm ir~ignlion mn~:tlli  are 
nlue), fcsrr less ~ r l e n s i ~ c  tlnnn ill Upper Lr~;;rr. l'hc principal 
Croups a[ r.ilhgcs arc IIi,arak, ICulnngar, and Usdu ICbel. - - 

(iii) ~;,,,.ll~,.~~ J,njinr coml>riiing tlno vnllr)~ from tllc Tangi TTa;a Jnn 10 
tile snlC,l s.,,,,. p:lss nt t l ~ c  rntranc; of t l ~  Cll:lllarssi:~ s ~ l , . d i s ~ r i ~ t  
of l;n(,al. 'ctal,orlion of t l ~ :  rnller is tlticlily cullivnlr<l ou Ilotll 

,,f tllc river, l,ol i t  is quilr l>&ren a t  n sllort distance fmrn 
(lie brd of (he s(rmn:. Itsjl~rinripnl vill:lges nro Dell-i-Sno, 
3 1 ~ l , ~ ~ ~ : , , l  1 1 s ~ .  Gommn, Snicl:tb:td. 1Culi. ICllcl and Zargnn 

tlte lart'nnmrd bein- situnl,d rour nlilcs fmm t l ~ c  ~.i:ht 
llnul; of ~ I I I I  rivrr. ant1 cnzrcly d r l l c ~ ~ d c ~ ~ t  for ils t~ntcr..supplr 
on (be knmnes-lhzt have bccu dug f r o ~ u  tllc dirtriet of Sllrlil~ao Lb 
t l ~ c  east. 

crcq side Loznr is complctcly shot ill I ~ y l ~ i g l ~ ,  bwrcn I~ills, rri l l~ pnrrcs 
lCa,linr: into Zurta:~t, ICllarnar, \Yordsk, and JIaidnn. Two csrvllcnt Ib~.idla 
roads trnrcrsc (IIC vallcy ou llotll sides o l  tlnc rivcr, whicll Inller is ford:~lrlc 

n~lnaa t  all poiuts owiug to the quantity oP water that is dircrled illlo thc 
irrizntiou canals. 

One of the ronds from Ghnmi to ICabul traverses the wl~olc lcnrrtl~ of the 
rnllel. and in l8SO ,<,as mndo pwelicoble for n.lmclcd al.lillcrr,. l'Le JCuram 

io Kabul also runs through tho Logar dislrict from 1~usl;i as Inr ;lo b l e d  
Snug. 

Thc tltree principal outlying districts of Jdgar arc Surhl~ao, seven milcs 
to tllc east of Z a r g u  Shal~ar ; Kusl~i, an exceedingly prosperous Tnjih district, 
sittlated ucnr thc cnlmnec of t l ~ c  Shutargardan pass; and Cl~crkl~ ,  on tho 
eztrcme sol~lh oi tlle rlistrict. This last is a mast fertile littlc wllcy, forminn 
n c ~ 1 . d c . s ~ ~ .  I t  is trell wooded, a,ith an nbu~~rlnnt supply of water, and is in? 
habitell entirely by Tojilis, wllo l u r e  n ~vcll-to-do and prosperous apl>earance. 

Wilh the esccption of t l~esc three districls, t l ~ o  cultivation in Logar is 
eoulinuous, and the villn~oa arc closely.situatcd one to another. During the 
ripvnin- of the Itarrcst. Upper Ln:sr prereot~  to thc cye an immcnsc un- 
brol;en;urlaee ol lvaving corn. IYhcrc the cultivation ceascs, lhe desert eom- 
mcnces on either side ol tbc rivcr, and coutinucs right up  to the hills. 

The spriug crops consist of wheat nnd barley, and thc autumn crops arc 
rice and ludian.corn. 

Tho suplrlies obhinablc in Lo:ar. according to JIajor Euan Snlith, orc 
"to all intelits and purposes pmclically incshaustiblc, and a n  army could be 
m:tiulniued there for a rcry Ian; pcriod, and liud no difficulty s h a t c ~ c r  in sup- 
plyiu: ilneli \\-ith all tho neccssnrics of life both lor man and beast. Tltc y h ~ r l y  
crop of :nin and of crrcalsoi various kinds is immense the " r r~ in-  lor camels 
is illimitallle, and tho supply of grecn lorrge and 6lrnsa'is a z l > l e  C$ the supply 
of n rcrg large farce . Tile 
snler ul tbc Logar rivcr is excellent. " 

This is probably 3 somewl~nt sxa:qemted ~ i e w  of (110 resources of tho 
Lomndistrict, but therc is no doubt that hrgo quautiticr ol supplies can bc 
obziucd there. 

I n  211 or1linnr.v winler snow docs not lie on I I W  gmund fog. mare tllan ten 
days; should it whain lor tllrcc ~ v c ~ k s  tho sv.son is called extremely severe. 
AL S U C ~  limes tltc scnrcitg a i  focldcr I& cnt~lr? is p m t .  F~~~~ io common in 

anlumn, but on tho wlrole the valley may be to be h ~ ~ l t l , ~ .  
The inllabitonts of the h a i r  ~lislriet arc ~ h i ~ z a i s  and ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  tile latter 

inrludiog Tajiks. Unzar:~s, and Kizilb:tnhes.  TI,^ ~ l , i l ~ ~ i ~  tllo powor. 
Iul commuuily. Thcrc are also about 1 6 ~  n i u d u  families iu L ~ ~ ~ ~ .  
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~ I n r u n s .  

Tlto dinlrict of >[aidan conrists ol tlte upper part ol  tile ralley of the 
Knbul rivcr, and crteuds to tr i l l~ia aboot 20 ~uilco of l(:~llaI city. 

I t  is Imunded on 111. south I)y tho 11':trdnk rnllry I ~ r l o n ~ i n -  to ~lnc Gllnzoi 
distrirt, an tllo west and soutll-n.e*t bv tllo 1Iazal.a country =ou lhc nnrtl~ bv 
Gltorband, nor1 on tllc elot hy the ~ < : ~ h u l ~ i s t r i e t .  Maidan is !;.ell irri-atell 
richly cultivated, nurl it is studdcd s.ith nornrroos fort9 and villnSG. h r g a  
cluantities of suplilies lor mnll and bcsst arc proeuml~lc lrom Jlni<lau in csccss 
o t  tlm requircmcnts of tho population, nnd oamcl lorago is pleutiful. The in. 
habitnotp n1.e clricfly Umar Kllcl Ghilrois. 

To the snu t l~  of the Maidnn valley propcr is a small 1,mnclt valley known 
as Nirkl~.  This cootnius a naod many villn:er, and is lligl!ly cultivalcd. I t  is 
entered from the wcst, and is surroun~led by hills on its otllcr sides. I t  was 
visited by our troops in 18i9,  and somc of its villagcs s e r c  deslrojed. 

Tllc road from Kabul to Bamian 1)s the Unai pass tmvcnco JInidnn from 
ens1 to west, cros r iu~  tbc Kotnl-i-Sated Ghak, which separates Maidan from the 
Kabul district. 

Tlii* mad is :practicsblo for all arms, but woold requiro some work on it 
belore it rms tit lor rvllceled trnllic. Another important route, that Cram 
Ghnrni to ICahul, olso paascr tllrough Uaidao from south to north. I t  was 
traversed in l88U by heavy artillery. 

From the soutl~ernmost point of the bend of the Kabul river there is n 
garqo running up inlo tllc liills a n  the east of the vnlloy, nnrl up this is a track 
t o  I<nlrol, a l ~ i c h  was the routc used by Brigadier-General Baker's brigade in 
Deccuber 187% 

K , \ ~ C L ,  

T l ~ c  I~omc district of Kabul, i e.. the lnnd imrndintely nround the capital, 
is  very tertile and populous. I t s  principal sub-divisions are Chrrdch, Pqhman.  
Butkl~~k,Cl~nhar=sia,aod CLahil Dukhtarrn, and within these limits are numer- 
ous toansl~ips and villagcs. Tllo distriet is watered by the Kabul and L q n r  
rivers and by scrcral streams from the t~.cst, n-hieh unite nnd 1.111 into the 
Knbul a t  Guznrgsh. Irrigation by mcnns of knrezes is entcnsircly practised, 
and the natural streams arc thereby much rcduced in volomc. IVhcnt is the 
chief product, and niter i t  barley. Corn is imported from the Ghazni and 
Logar districts; rice from Lognr. Jnlnl~bad, Lngltmnn, nod Kuoar. From 
Turkislan nnd Hcrnt come cattle and sbeep, whilst horses and ponies are 
imported from t l ~ e l o r n ~ e r  as well as bred i n  the district itself. For car- 
riage, bullocks are used chiefly in thc valley about Kabul ; tradcrs to 
tlm north use csn~els;  to thc enst nnd south camclr, mulcs, and ponies; m d  
t o  the IIazara country mules and pouier. 

T i t h  regard to the suh-dirisiona of the Kabul district and the city itself, 
3 vcry bricI dcsc~.iption is all that  is required. 

Chnrdch.-Tho Chardeh valley lirr tn tho west of the city. I t  is ar nearly as 
porsiblc s i r  milcs square, and is vcry lcrlila. I t  is wnteretl by tho Knbul rircr 
and its tributaries, and also by numemus k~wres. The Cl~nrdeh villages and 
forts number uorc  than sixty, nod nre inhabited principally by Tajiks and 
Hizilbnrhes. 

Pnghnrnr.--The villages of lhis nub.dirisinn are loclted to the west of the 
Chardell valley in the nlens runnion clown Cram thc l'a'3.11mnn mn-e, and the 
eulliralion is csrricd o c b y  means of Lhe small streams running th&h these 
glens. 

IlulBhuL-This sub.division lies to the cast of Knhol. I t s  largest rilln:e. 
k n o w n n ~  Ilulkhak, is S t  lniles from ICnbul, and is occupied by Ghilmis. Tnjiks. 
and a t c s  Khugiauis. I t  contains ,400 or 200 houses. I t  L an importaut phco 



,,,vin.to ilsposition T I  the junction or the roads v i A  tile Kburd K.IIII~I and ~ ~ 1 ~ -  
bnn,lJl,acse'S. ~ 1 , ~  cbllntrg lorvnl.ds l in l~ul  is lercl wilh a good deal of cultivn- 
lion. llllt ,,,UCI, C U ~  up n-atcrco~~rse~. 

~~nhr ,mn;n . -Tl~ia  sub-division consiqtr of n aroup of hamlets lvin- nbout 
10 milrs lo I I , ~  Eolltll of I I ~ P  cily. I t  consist* of n small plain rnclobud gy llills 
on nll[si,lrc rsrcl~l t l , ~  sootl~.rvrst. 'J'llc Lognr river cuts Lllron:h lllc costern 

.,,,<I innlies ils r s i t  tl~rourll n gorrr nt tlle norlll.enst corner of llle plain. 
Tl,e~,;~ilr  I.outc lo liillnt! r t t n ~  ~IIIOIIL'II this COI.CC. 0 1 1 1 ~ ~ .  ronda Icnd ovcr the 
],ills i l l la ~ l l c ~ l m r d r ] ,  ~ : ~ l l e g .  l'bc inlt:tl,itnnls 01 Cl1nhar:lrin are chiefly Tajiks, 
but tllcrc arc nlro Ghilznis,'lln~aliznir m ~ d  liizilbasl>es to be iound I~cre. 

-.. . 

~,-,~b,,l.-TVi~h rrgsrtl loKabul itsrlf, n littlr more dctniled rlescription will 
be neccssn1.r. I t  is t l ~ r  cnl,ilnl of Al-bniii*tnn, and is situated on tllc right bank 
,,f the lillll;l I.ivel., six miles :lbovciZ junclion \!.it11 tho Logor. Xorlli of tlie 
cilr on t l ~ e  lelt 11:nnli ol tlie rivcr, is I)cl~-i-il lgl~;~n 2nd otl~er suburbs, beyond 
rvl,'i:ll ic (Ilc alililnry ennlanmrnt of Sltrl.par, nbolit : mile horn Dell-i.AI,~l~an. 
bnrtecl br  the 13rlnnro hill. Soulh 01 llle city n1.e the Sber Darwnza hcigl~ts, 
,,.I,~Is~ to'lllc cnst is the Ilnlr llisrnr and the Sin11 Snngrnn:e. On t l ~ c  west the 
Knllul river f l o w  Llllougll the p r g e  hlrtncd bg the i\smni and Shrr Darwaza 
Itills. The cily is 31, milrs in cireumlcrenee, and isuo longer irallcd. The popu- 
lntiou (inrlud~n- t0nt 01 Ibc suburbs) is nbolit 140.000. Of this number over 
103,000 arc cln&tl ns Knbulis. Tlicsc closely resemble l'njiks, and awng from 
h n l ~ u l  tlwy call themselrcs such, m ~ d  ore nppnrentl~ lulernted by tlie lalter as 
inferior kinsmen. Alter l l x  Knbulis come the Tnjiks proper, n,ho number 
1?,000. T l ~ c  ollier inllal,itnnts in order of nume~.icnl slrcngth are Hizilbashes, 
IIiudus, Smlis, Durnnis, Knsbmiris, Pnrochns, Ghilzais, Armeuinos, and Jews, 
the last only numbering nbout GO. 

The climnlc of 1Cnl,nl mag bc pronnunred n hcnltby one. The height of 
the cilr nburc en level ia 5,ibO lrrt .  Tlbe low.lyingmarsby land in its vicinity 
gires ;iw to mnlnvis, nud consrquentlg Iq levers ; but with proper drninnge and 
pood sllcllcr from IItc rignurs of n,intrr nnd the midsnmmer sun, the place 
6h01dd IIC !%-ell suiledto Europcnn eonslitlllions. Hotll U~~itisll nodnativc troops 
nt ILnln~l in lllc minter of lYI!)-80 sulPcrcd n good dcnl from pneumonia, but 
this w a s  due lo lltc exposure to colrl l h q  l ~ n d  lo undcrgo. The city itself, 
xve<l:rd i n m  it is betseent!ro Ilills, i tscnnlin~d slreetr, want of proper droinagc, 
and proximity to exlensire n~nrrbuc, secnls tolabour undw strongdisad,.antnoes, 
lmt 1n eo~nl~cnsalinn i l  llns f l ~ c  bcnefits of II fine atmosphere, creollcnt witer 
:md proririous, with deligl~tlul environs. Tlte water-supply is derived from 
well,, and also from nn ercellcnt canal (amongst several othe~ul) wbicb is 
brou:.l~t l ro~u lllc 1'a"lminn hills, and joins tllc I[nbul river near tho Cliandnol 
(IU:IIIPI of tlre city. aThn.e arc Grc hridgcs across the river a t  Kabul, of which 
fuur new iu lbbO Lit lor the passage of guns. 

For Iurll~cr drtailr, the article on "Kabul" in the " Gazetteer of Algllanis- 
tan" U I P ~  be referred to. 

Uon DAMAN. 

The dirlricl of Uoh Dnman is allout 30 milcs in lennlh andvnrics from 4 
lo L; in I,rmdth. It extends alon- the loot of the Pa-h&n ;an-c of mountains. 
a.llirl~ lol.rns its nrslcrn boundar:. I t s  southern li&t is a l a g  ridge jutting 
out ncnrlv nt vinl~t nnrlcr front; tllc P a ~ l l m a n  rnnge, and separalin- the Eoh 
Dnnmn ~rbrn lltc El>:tr,leil and l'n-hmnn rnllrgs. On the east i t  is bEunded by 
l o r  hills, nlonn tho loot of whieh~uoa  a slream, which eventually becomes the 
6hoknr Uarra Fivcr, and rrecives the wllole drninaze of tile rallcr. 

To t l ~ r  nor111 IColl Dnman mergcs into Kohistan somewhere in the vicinity 
of Chnribor Tlnc IColl Dmmnn nlav be considered the narden of Kabul tho 
qenlcr part OI tho rultivnled I:.hd bCioa taken up by or&ards nod vinefards. 
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, , ~ , i ~ l ~  I,,,. notllccn risitrrl Ilg nny Buropr:ln, 2nd t110 lnnp is t l~crrlo~.c no1 to 
br ,~c l ,c l , ,~a~ o r .  TI,C vnllll? runs 1101th nud sootlr, nsd its los.ur end is 
iubabilrd 1,y Gllilnis; llbc upller ~lllrtiat~ b!' 8;llis. 

~ 1 , ~  Inltrr are rnid In l ~ a c ~  6.0CO hnt~frs. T l ~ c  prnljle :are cltiullg ng~.ieul. 
tur.,l, nlld ills vsllcp is ~ o l ~ m l r l s  ~lrodaetire. 

,\-;-;i,.aO.-l'ltia is n v:lllrv Iwls.crn 'I';li?o nnll l'anjsllir hut, 2- in lllc rase 
lllo ~,rmc,l.,  I > ~ I  I i~ t I r  is lidoan or il, nlt~i i t  I~:ta ncrw brvn rn:nl>pr,d. TIIV 

,tlcnlr Ilrainin~ 111- ~ ~ l l r r  1;tlls into t . 1 ~  L':\nj.ltir rlrrl.. Eijr:no i.i allnost 
4.,,lir,,lr ~,,],:,I,~I,.,I I,? ,P,,~.~'I<<, t l ~  1tvnt.r ~i1Iaye.s ot,l? l~<,in: oun&l l,g 1 1 f ~ I ~ : t n ~ .  
I t  is s:iid to be ~>opelol~> :tn,l 1.0 be eel1 rr;~lan,d and I~i:lll!- p ~ ~ o ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ l i ~ c .  Urnilr 
is elporlcd to o1llr.r parts of Kol>istnn nntl to Li<:l~ U ~ I ~ I I  f ~ o m  Xijr.10. 

p,,,j8lir~.-l'l~is vnllcr is draincd 11v tlw rivrr of that name cLich rises 
in tllc Uiudu lCusll ncor l i b a n k  p:~ss (ll,l.CO feet), and rvh~ch, sftcr bciot. 
joitlrd Irv lltr Gborl~:tnd, Sl~okor Darn, nnd a l l ~ e r  stnwms, cvcntuallg fl~lls inl; 
the I(~I;I~I  river. Thr upper prrt  of lllc v n l l e ~ ~  lro111 its Itend to the Unrhnnd 
pass, wllicL clirides I8anj.ihir fn,!n ~llnrikar,'rras trnvrrserl by n pnvtg att~c.1~. 
ed to the .4Fphnn Bntl~dnrr Commi~sin~~,  nnd this pnrt of the mllrg, some 
(10 miles in Icngtb, 11% bcr; fully drsrrilled in the Alghan Uo~ll~dorg Cum- 
missiou router. 'Yhc ret~~nindcr of tlrc l'mjshir vnllcy to ils junction with the 
Kabul r i ~ e r  llns not been visited. 

The upper part of the vnlley is described as n glen m w i n g  in width 
from 200 yards to 1" nlilcs. l l ~ e r o  are numerous rillagrs lrnd n'goorl den1 of 
caltirntiau, rind den:e ovchnrds surl.ol~nd nlrnosl crcry rillngc. Thesu orchnds 
form on obstaclu to tllc pnssnoe of baggngc nnimnls. A rond runs op  the vsllcy 
to tho I i lmmk pass. This not lit forla~lcn enmels in its present sIEte, but  
mules cauusc it. The inhabitaots of l'adjshir are l'ujiks. 

Charikar.-This subdivision of Kohistnn consists of the town of Cllnri- 
kar and its neigl~boud~oorl. The Governor of Enl~istnn resides I~ere. The 
town (QGO fecl) was suid to ront:,iu 3,000 Imusrs in 1681. I t s  inhabit- 
an& arc 'Injilcs, Uzbak~, ICieilbnshes, Unrar :~~,  nnd lliadus. Tlie I:~t.tvr are 
Sikh<, numb~,riny l$U Inmilics, all  tvadrrs rud  shop-h-epers. Tbc po*ilion uE 
Clnnriknr is .~lratu,rric:illy of "rent i~nportnnec, as llie roatls DFrr the Ilindu Kusb 
1wopcr w i t e  in its nei-llEourl~nnd. I n  the first AIglbnn wnr troops new 
stationed nt Cllnrikar. 51nj01. E l d r ~ d  Potrin:c,r, ITIIC) wns l'olitical Agrnt 
thcvc a t  tile time, mTs :--"'Yllc volley of C l t n ~ i k n ~  ofirrs ercrg nrlvnntngc lor 
the rautonmeut o l  Iroopq ; i t  sbotu~ls  in sllpplirs or :dl kiudr ; labour is c l ~ v : ~ ~ ~ ,  
the .lor:tgc for horses ouil cnmels excellcut. :and tlie cliul:ttc is ulildcr tlanu 
that of hobul." 

G ~ ~ o n n r r n .  

This district comprises (he ralley drninrd I,! Lllc Ghorl)?nrl rivrr I!-tn:. 
hctreen the Hindu Kusb on tile north and lltr Iiol1-i-l3sbs m ~ d  Ulc l':~~-llntsl~ 
n n o m  on the south. At the hmd of Ibe Gha~.l,nud ralley the liindu;'KusL 
n n b ~ o b - i - ~ n k t  overlap, as ezphiucd in Part 11. 

' r l ~ c  district extends from l)o.Ao, one dnj-'s ~narr:h cast of the (Ibibal. pass, 
to Tulalu Darm, about air miles north ot Clnrikar. 

The Dabin& of Ghorhnnd re~ides a t  Fioh '(;ird. Here lltr mllrv is G or 
C miles side, nod a broad pra~ellg dasbl on the right bonk \\auld a ~ n r a  cnnlp- 
i n s  spice for a rerv 1nr.e force s3v an nnuP r o r p ~ .  Supplie. in considrr- 
:,hie quantities are ~ r a c u ~ : ~ b l c  train lhc mnng ; i l l a y ~ ~  in the vnllry, and fire- 
rroml and ca ter  ore nbundnnt,. T I ~ c e l r v a t ~ ~ n  ot Siah Gird is ti 2 i7  fcet and thr: 
~~opolatian consists or nhout 200 f:ln~ilics, ebii.fly Tajiks. 'I:bc uppe; parlof 
l l~eGborl~nndvalle~ is in11nbite:l I I ~  Shelrl~ Ali IInmrns, n . 1 ~  arc snirl to numhcr 
GODD Ismilira, nnd the river above 8ish Gird is enllrd the Sllckh Ali sl~.cam. 
'Ihe laidan 1)nrra isaecupied b?. Afghnne who nunlbcr nhout 2,000 families. Tho 
rest st the[inlr~bitnnls of Ghorbnncl arc lor l l ~ o  most part l.nj~l;a and Sllinwn~.ia 
Thrsc lasl inbabil some ol tho mvines br,twrrn tho opller part oC tLc valley 



nml 1110 h z l ~ m ~ n  mnuntnins. l ' l l ~ ~ p  m l l n b ~ r  came 600 Ismilirq, and  
~ r i ~ ~ r i p n l  o s  ~tcl.u oI ,llCl,p. 'Illry nls,, asrn :~llout I,O~JO m!n#.l*, lllc only one* to 
lrv l~11111d in G11or11nuc1. TIICI.C is gl.nrlllS IOL. allout 10,OUO camels ncnr 
Priuanl. 

I n  Ill? lor.cv ! i l lq r :  \rltr?t. Inrlr,r, nn.1 :nilinn.rorn nre oultirntel. 'I'lll.l.e 
i. unly o w  cn,p n y.:lr. IIruil is p l ~ ~ ~ i l ~ l ~ ~ l .  111 tlnc lo!l.~r ~:11101.~ boll, 01 1 1 , ~  
l ' : ~ ~ l l m a n  nnrl l l ~ ~ ~ d u  l l ~ t r l ~  I - ~ ~ T S  lirse.o,~d is ol~tninnblc in l.;l.no qunntitics. 
'I'ltc total ~ ~ o ~ m l : t l i o n  nf (:l>ol.han,l m:ly Ilr put  ,lm\<vn n t  &1;.001? Th,.rc are 
nuliwrilnr I'.>w" Ie~~liz!? nvc.r IIIC llindtl 1i&k.11 to tho 110rtln. Tho mn<t in,. 
~ u , r ! : ~ t ~ t  "I IIII,-I. i* llw Ollalnnrdnr, orvr v l ~ i c l ~  tho :\lnir l t a ~  mwla n ra:~d in. 
11.13111.d 111 I I C  pr :~(. l i~~oI~lc I O P  SVII(~CII.,I :~rlillcl.?. ' I ' b ~ ~ u l ~ j ~ c ~ t  of t l l~se  p ~ r e s  will 
Itc relcrzcrl to :h-ai~l i ! ~  Cltnljtrr 111. ' 1 ' 1~  ~.nnd up tlnc v.~llr)-  Ic,nrlinn oror 
the easy ~llil,er';lnre into Bnmim is also raid to be lit for al~eeled a;lille~y. 

A portion of thc district of nnminn l ~ a s  already hecn dcscribcd in Part  I1 
I~u t .  :xs I I L C  dirtl.iciformr put of Line lrrorinee of Kabul, i t  is ncccssxrr to repcn; 
the  drsrription Iwrc. B:nminn is tlnc only part of Ll~e l inhal  prnrin& north c~f 
tlw grrnt. r:togc of the IColt.i-Bnl~:~ nnd IIindu Kuslt. I t  eompris~s (i) the 
mllcy or Baluinn and its ~IiRrrent  ;lells all drninin: to Ihc Surkbnb (Kuuduz 
river); (ii) the considernble dislrirt of Ynk l\-:llsn* s, l~ieh is to thc west of 
Bnminn, and is drtlinetl by tho Ilmd-rmlcrr of theDkod-i.~and.i-Amir, the 
rnwieul Bnlkln-n11; ond (iii) the  north-\I-estern Hnearsjat districts, coo~moulg 
culled the Uai Zno:i country. 

The climate of the whnlo dislrict is severe i n  winter, the elerntion being 
norhvre  less Lhnn 8.000 feet, nud'  rising i n  tho highest inhabited parts to 
11.500 feet. 

Bartina.-Barninn proper is n long deep vnlley immediately s t  the foot of 
thc norlll, rn spurs of the main range. wit11 aU tho glens nnd raviuus runninp 
inlo it. The srwnm r h i r h  m n s  through i t  is shollor in Ihc nututnn and only 
a f o r  ynrds wide. I t s  wcslern boundary i s  the snterslted bats)-ceu the Baminn 
atream nnd lltc sources of tho llud-i-Bnnd-i-Amir. Looking east from this 
water,htvl, Colnurl JIoillaud describes the gener:~l nspcct of the Haminn dir- 
trioc ns bleak and barren. 

?'lw ~ ~ o p u l ~ l i o ~ n  is fou1.61[11~ n12118, rcrp lillle lnrgond lltc n.iu,I narrow 
v.tllr,v III..I g 1tel.l Il,v IILV 'Ttjiks null Saiurlp, n Ito ronstituto 1l1e l r l u ~ l n d r r  oftloo 
111I1..b11.1111.. Fools or I I I L . ~ ~  !vxllt.d v i l lo~~ . .  ? r e ~ c ~ t I ~ r e d  up 2nd down the YUI- 
le?. Tltc toll1 n u ~ u l ~ r .  of lamilicr io %ill lo IIC 1.:110. 

Tllrl-i: is a good d a d  oC cultirntian in lh r  r a l l q s  and mlrns of Bnminn, but  
no Invgr nltloa~ll <)I  sollplic,s is pmcurable. lYllmt and b$lcy are gron-n. Io 
tI1e 11101~ ~ I ~ r i ~ t r d  I r a ~ I s  tlterc is nl wl~ent, and 1110 pcoplc cat llrrlcy brend. 
lVilll rp3;lrrl ID ~u]#plivs,  600 mata~~ds O C  nud 2,000 m n u n d ~  of Irarlcy might 

,I .  la I. I I C  r o l l ~ r l ~ ~ l  cstr;t t o  the r ~ ~ . o u o t  rrquit.crl for thc wnnlsof line inllnllit- 
!l'~I[. '1 dvlmt a t  Bnruinn mipbt. IIOSVCIPI., be stocli~d Iron1 Uarra PIISII~. 
Sllocp nlr, abundant, nud :,hi is prucurablr from Ursud. The pack noirnals of 
lhe  d i s l~ ic t  arc !,alier and bullnr:ks. 'I71cl.e are no carnc.1~. Camol fornqs 
nt n n r  limo of the vrnr rrould probably bc scarce. Tlle Illll;i* of tllc 
dis~rir t .  lives iu nsmnli fort about lllr nlitlrlle of the ~s1lt.y kooao no Kaln 
S:nt.Ii:ri, 111 LIIU south 01 which is a plntritn n.hich wottld form nn racellent 
enrnl~in~.:~~ound for troops. I t  a \~.atrrcd by n bn,.e:, nnd lucerne is 
Il8.r~ cultirnlcd. 

The prrscnt Amir has qrcnt.ly improved tlla mad5 to B ~ m i n n  from Kohul. 
onid illc c ~ l i e f  ioll1m.m~~ce of tile rlirlrlct lies in t l ~  fnrt tltnt tltc ~nn in  road from 
K:lboI to .LI~ l~nn . lu r l~ i s lnn  pncsc< t l~ roag!~  it. Tlnis roncl runs c d Arql~nnrli. 
(inrtlall I)is.;tl, Kll:lr/r.~~.. RINI the II:hji~.ak pnss to Zol~ok in Ilnmian. Uerc i t  ia 
joillcd llZ llte males horn I<rllul ci,! tco Irnk nnd Slnibnr. Ovcr this Inst runs 
~ l i r  Amir'l rnndr road tl~rou:b Gljarb;~nd :!bore-mrntioncd ; tllis is npco nll the  

I.ou,,d, titc llcigllt of the sl,ibnr bciog o81ly 0,800 fc*ut, n-hcrers LheII,~jignh- 



rind rrnk nra betrreen 12.000 2nd 13,000 l.,rt,, nod arc closed for nt Icnct, tllrrp 
montl,s in tlle ,villtcr. llrnnl s . l~nt , l~ :~s  Ilecn slllcrl alll,ve it  \rill IrusPcn I.lnnt nll 
the malr from tile tl~rec l)rinril>al pnrrcs over t l ~ c  ICol1.i.B~8b.i to 1C~11u1 ucitc 
nenr Zollnl; nnrl ll~estintrgie import:lllcc nf the llositioll fully 3~cn11111s for tltr: 

prPsiip ol tltnt ruined fortruss. Tho lunin rnule lroln I(:tI>ul to TuI.. 
killln n(terle.lvinn Uao~ian runs Iltrouzl~ Sni;linn nnd U:~mnnl, nnd Illenca 

tho liar* ~ o & l  10 Ilnihnk null ' I ' : ~ s l ~ l ~ t ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ : l ~ ~ .  TIIC iltuir 11.1s, IIOIIPVI.~., 
I;in' tllc Sorkllnb rnllcg to (;l~nri, :an11 l l l~ncc  to LI:nil,nk ; onrl Ihi* 

is inhndcd to be usrcl nr a wintcr n):ltl in conjnoatiou \villi the Shiklr, nod, 
tl,ough long, s i l l  bc pnss.lble all llle !ear round. 

Tile importnncs of Dtolion is Ihi~rcforo 1101" to its pnsition. :\ force 
localc,l tllerr ~voald cover t l ~ c  1inh.i-H:lbn gv011p of P ~ S I C Y .  would comulnnd 
tllc ,usin roule lrom Turkistan to 1iabllI. 

I i l k  Nl,lnng.-Tl~a si~l,.di.trict of Yak Walm: lie3 to tile wt*~t 01 Ilamiln 
1,roper nud is dr.liu<:d by llle Ilcad-\ratvrr ol t l ~ c  IluI-i-D.~nd-i.Amir 011 t l ~ ?  

Tnk \l 'nlnn~is bouudell 11). lllo U:!ml Yusul and U.kllill-nb dirtl.icti of 
~ f g l ~ ~ ~ . ' l ' u r k i ~ t k  on tho rroqt Ily HIC U ti Z.unqi countrp, and on lllc *.n~1111 lby 
tllr IColI.i.U:tb~ ran"?, lltc Ileigllt ol tvllicb lwre is nllout 13,000 fwt. I t  corcrs 
n larw nrenof nl~oot 2,800 sqo:lrc mile*, n Ibnrt of w:lich, I~nweva,!., is bnl.ren 
and iniuhabited, escept by people grzriag tllcir flocks ill so~nmcr. 

Tllc inltnbitnnts of Yak Tlrnl:tng n1.c all LIazans and H12.313 Suin(ls, nod 
m~nl l~cr  8,000 fnmilirr. The district grows a cnnridc~.:tblo s~uount  o l  trhuat 
2nd barley in its lerli le~lens, and also :I lillle fruit. Tile peoplc llnrc s good 
manr slunll horscs xud poltics :and nlso cnltlc. Sllcep are not num-rous. I t  
is hy Colonel Maitland tll:it, it nacessnrg. 2,000 mnnnrls of wl~cat and 
0,000 a~nonds of l~nrlep could ha collectad in Illis dislrict. Chi in l~roportion to 
,710 nliglk be lo~.theoming, and dciicicncioscould be made up from Ilcso~l, where 
i t  is prodoccd in Inr-r rlumtitics. ,Gr.~ss is nbundant in Yak Wolnn- nnd b a p  
gnge allimnls ~voulbfiod grazing I" most parts of the district in $ion aud 
sumtucr. The aouroe of the 1tud.i-Unnd-i-Amir is in the curious series r ~ f  
lolies called Iland-i-Amir on the nortllcrn side of tllc Ko11.i-Unba, From these 
lakes to Sulij the deep rallcy of (he rirer, thouyli generally speatingmore t l ~ r n  
11,000 leet above the sea, is fairly populnted nnd tolernbly fertile. I t  tllcn t!n!ers 
n series ot gnrgen bounded by enormous cliffs, rrllile the rirer becomes deep, 
sailt ,and unlordable. The road dosn  the vnlley is quite impmcticnble for 
bazgnge animals. The only importance, therefore, of the Yak \Vnla~,g district 
is that i t  is t ra rc lsd  by two rands, one ot which runs from csst to west from 
Unrninn to Dnolntyar v i i  the Unkknk (ll.G(i0 feel) aud 8ar.i-ICejak (11 find 
laet) paws,  and mcets the mnia road from Kabul to Eerat a t  ~ n l n  Saln'mk. 
, %  , l lns  route is ens).. with the exception otthe ~lorth side of the Daktnk liotnl, 
xvhiel~ ia Ion: and steep. Thc other road runs from south to north and stnrtion 
from Ghozni. trnrerscs Desutl and crosscs the 1Coh.i-Babn by n iolty bass(tlz 
Znrd 52":) to llond.i-.l~nir. Th~.nce it  runs t i i i  D a r n  Yosul to T a s l ~ k u ~ ~ l n ~ ~ ~ .  
Pmrtic:lllr June tn Srplcmbcr is the only scnsou duriug tvliicb use coolrl IIC 
lnnclc of lllese routes by t~.oops. 

Dai Oln,qi.-Tine Dai Zangi country is estensi\-o, and s 3 s  till Iatrlg pracli- 
tally i~~dcl~endcnt.  I t l n r  bcon I,rou;llt into pol l  order Irr tltc pl.escnt nn , i r  
I)!. tllr sinlplc cxpeilirnt ol dririn!: n ra.~d tllrougli it, &d usi,,g i t  lor TI,,, 
l':lC%ts ool truol~s bc lscm Unl~ul and H c n t .  

I t i r  ruallr part of tho Llnznmjat, Ilut it prys rerennc to naminn, nlld i.i 
conridered pnlt of that dirt~.it:t. I t  lies tn t l ~ c  southof tltr 1loh.i-D~b:t qnd 
is Irouudcd o n  tllr acst h r  tllc D t o l . ~ l ~ r  diclrict of thc Ucrat prorindc, on'tlla 
sautl) 11). Llie llazarnjai, and nn tho rnct I,v U c s ~ ~ d .  Tl~c~vcs lern  patt  of 
t h r  dictrict i.i drsi~lcll bv the LzI and ~or.i-dhu-?l streams, rrl~ich ~ ~ n i t e  west 
nl Dlolntvnr .~nd beeomc ibf IInri Rud. The un&m lrnrt of tile district is 
very bill;, n k i  eonri,t.s of drcp glens and rallcys dminin: to l l ~ c  1Irlmanld. Tltc 
popnlntion iq eslio~nlc,d nl 11 000 Innlilics, of which 10,000 arc Dai Zanai IInln- 
rar, tbcrernniuit~g 1,000 beit;; Dai Kundis. 



The D.ai Ran$ rollnlrs prnrlllrcs :rain, clnieflyl~nrlcg (Illr e a u ~ ~ t ~ y  I,rinp 
mostly too cold tor ~rlle:~t) ,  plllvc of mrious kinds, ghi ,  snd \~.ool. sllccp an: 
very ntltarroas, nnll tlll.rd is C(IOII :.~.azin'l 101. l l ~ ~ m ,  a140 I.OP ~ A I I ~ ,  OvI.P 
tllc district. Cnltle arc I.rl'y l,lcllliful. 'L'llcrr nns a r<.l.lnin ltulnbrr of rlllnll 
Iiot.scs in tho collnlry. Tlll'y :lrc aclirc, llnrily liltlo nniainlr, ~v\-l~icll ,v,,uld do 
well tor mounted inl:lntr). 

Thr main lnnd trrlln l iehnl to 1Ier:tt eid Daolntynr pass?* !bronlgh tile 
district Iron, encl tn end. Tl~is is n nl:xdc>, or r . t t lrr  it may Lc e bllc,tl nn im. 
I,r~\,crl, road. I n  1 S S  it \ma 1 2 t e e t  witlo i s  some pl:~ers;  ia o ~ l ~ e ~ ~  n,,ly o 
fret  or Ics*. Tlbc lcw rocky p lncr~  wl1l.r~ blnrtinw \vunld be reqairnd were 
uatouohcd. Tho zl.nrlienla wcro oftert too ~ t e u l ~ .  end, what rrnr norre, the 
c ln~cyso i l  of the hills Itoldillg 3nucl1 >r:llrr rentlcrrrl 1110 tvnek imprrc~ical,le 
lor 1,n:gr:bgc nllimnls till loll" n I t r r  the mcllin- of the snow had non~inallg 

the! passes. 111 dry ;.c?lher nwin  the ?"ad sva* lisl,lc to Ilr cut (llr if 
R O I > ~ C C ~ C ~  t o  1,eavy trallic. l l l ~  roah' is  s:lid since 14% to have I w ~ n  made 
18 fret  widc t l~rougl~out,  bat  this is i lo~~bl fu l .  11, swrlner and nulu~nn, that  
is, from Juuc to Octubcr inclurivr,it is lhc rugular postul routc bctlruen Kabul 
nnd Uel.nt. 

I t  is also m11e11 uied for t l ~ c  moremcnt of smnll l>odies of troops moviog 
io relicl, nnd tho people nf the districts t l~ roeg l~  which it passes nrcacenstomed 
to collect supplies far Algllnn troops. The Uni Zangi country it is eslimate~l 
cotlld producc, if proper notice were niren nbout 1,UUO mnunds of uln aud 
3,;UO maunrls ol  barley, besides muttonD nndVgli  in abundance. 

Tho country, like llle IIazamjat in general, is very ireelers. The only 
tl~inms that can Ire called trees throughout the Srealer pnrt of i t  arc sn~all  willows 
by t i e  sido of the streams. I u  most parts of tllc district fuel is scarce. 

'The district of Bcsud is the most ezsterly portion of the Hararajat, but i t  
is r rcgulnr district of the Kabul province. 

I t  cnmprises all the uppor busin of the Uelmnnd, and north of G a r b n  
Ditral i t  includes Khesh, xrhich drains to Gllorbnnd. On tlle north the 
Uoh-i-U.abn divides Uesud from Daminn, on lllc east the aatcrslied betn-een 
the Itelmand and Kabul rivc1.s forms the b o u u d n ~ ~ ,  on the south it is not 
possible to defino its limits, ns thc coontry is uuliaosn, but Ucru~l 
is sitpposcd to include the Kbawat vitllcy; lastly, on llie west the district Ir 
bounded by the Dai Zangi country. Thc Irn-Ill oi thc disthirt from east to 
nest  is therelore abont 60 miles, nod its n,idt11?rom norlh to south is rawerrhat 
less than50  miles. I t s  elcvntiou nlust he Iully 10,000 feet.. On tllc road 
from G l ~ n z t ~ i  to lho Ear11 Saug pass, srhich orasses the district Iron, south- 
enst to north-wrst only ono of thu camping-grounds is under that  
lirigltt, lrbilst the ld~rcst  spot an tlre rard, tho cmssiup of the Heln~nnd, is 
e,700 foct. The n.hale distriet is hilly like the IIazornjnt in geucml, bot 
it can Ilnnlly bc enllrd mnuutniaous, Illat is to say, tho hills I!O not rise to 
any "rcnl bci;llt above llbe vallcrs ; ncitlncr are t lky rocky tior rery sleep. 
~ e f i l l d i a  considcrcd t l ~ c  most fc r i l c  dislriet in Hie Uaznrajnt. A v e n t  dcnl 

n,lleat and barlcv is growu, hot the papulalion is so large lor t& size and 
nntura of Iho eo;ntry that thcro con Ilu lilllo surplus. 1sdirn.corn aurl 
eulrcs o i  sorts arc d r o  cultivated. Bullo<:ks arc used tor plougl~iu- and ns 
pnok :~n i lun l~ .  Donkeys :arc common, but tllorcare not tunny llorr;, nud no 
cnmrls in Ucs~ld. T l ~ c  pcoplc o l r n  :L la1.30 null>ller of sl~ecp and also "onts. 
TIle !/hi  is said to bo thc Irot in Afgl~nnislnn. Gr:!ss nppcara la bc :tbu&lnnl. 
bill tlnu distriet is :ilmnst totally destitute of trccs, and lircwootl is f requc~~t ly  
difficult Lo procure. 

The climnto a[ Ucsud ia very rrrcre in jrintcr, and orrinp to the soow 
t l~enholr.  district may Le considcrcd impi-.nblo lor troops from Durcmbcr 
1111 April inclusive iu pn nrpmmr year. rite I ~ n r ~ e s t  is late, not till tbe end 
d Srldembor or beginolng of 0e&r, a n ~ l  there is only one crop a year. 
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T ] ~ ~  tlle nesud dislrict arc nll IInmrns of the Uesud 
section, allo "umber somc 15.000 families, or not less Ihnn 50,000 souls. Tile 
nomiunl liead.qunrtc13 of the Afgllnn Nuib, u.110 is in cl~nrge of tile district, is 
a t  ~~~l~~ l)i,vnl, bnt he somctiwcs lircs in linbul, only m ~ k i u g  toor iu ~ l tu  
sunlmcr LO collect the reveaue. 

ucslld is trnrersctl by sercrnl important roads. Tbc:rc is fir-t llte main 
Iralu I(nl,ul to .ilSllnn-Turkislan o i l  13nminn. aliicl! CIOSEI.~ tltc ca.lttern 

I,OIt tllc district, entcritw bv t l ~ c  Unni nud Icaving Ily the llajicak 
Kcst tllrra is tllo r a : ~ ~ ?  lr;m Knllul to lIrrat vioi Uaoln+n~., \rl,lcli 

! ~ ~ ~ ~ c l t c s  oIFlrom UIC llnu~inn ru:d shorlly nllcr thr 1:tltr.r rulers Brsad. 
Finally tllerc is thr route nll.v:,ey mentioned irnm Gbnrni to 11n1lcl.i-,\n~ir, 

tl;cLrc Ilg Dar1.a l'usu[ to JIe~:tr.i-Sl~:~rii. 'I'ltiq crosqrr 1Iw \rcstcl.n part 
ot. tlle district,, cntering by the lCarual~ ICatnl, nncl b n r i ~ ~ ;  Ily lllc Znrtl Sang 
pnsr (nboot 1:l;JlJU feet) orpr IItc: 1Coh.i-Unhn. The lirst, t\ro arc mndc 

null mag Ijc eo~~sidcrecl p ~ ~ ~ l i c ~ b l c ,  I IIO~I:II with ~lilliculty, for st-lt~eled 
artillery. 811 tllese routus are complctcly closcd iu s.intcr. 

Tllc counlry ot tllc IInzaras is commonly knos.~l nr Ill? nnznrsjat or LInznr. 
islnn. I n  conlrnou pnrlnnce tllesc terms srem to be npldicd La lllc country 
suu(h ot the Koh-i-Uahn, between tl\o \valersbrdof tbc LLelmnnd nnd lllr \Vnrdek 
country on the c:mt and thc'l'ainlnni plnlenu on thc n-eqt. 011 the south ii may 
be raid LO be bounded bv Z;tmiudnn.ar, by IIle 1<:11ld:tliar districts of Tirin, 
n ~ ~ c l  X3n.n.i-.lr;lmndnb. bn the sautll-past is tllc Ghnmi district of the ICnbul 
pmrinec. A largo o u m b ~ r o t  Unrams contiguous to Gllnzni IjnT rcvcnuc to thc 
flck,,n oE Illat place. I t  is dot~blful a.lletllur tllc countrg o l  lllcse IInrnrns ia 
causidrr~d as bvinn in tho Hnrar:dnt or not. Tho coontry of tho Sllclil~ hlis 
nud l h ~ d i r l r i ~ l s  o?l'.il~k I\-aliiuq, Un~ninn,Bc.. althou-h inhabited by H:iraros, on, 
not inclodvd in thc Ilnzar;,jat. 'T l~e  country of the D z  Znngis, nlthouglt n poi.tion 
of Rnznrlstao, is part of the Bnnlinn district, nud Inas heon dcscribcd ondur tllnt 
Ilrnd. Uesud iu the 6:tnlc l\.aJ, aIthou~.h included in llla 1lar:~rnj:tt. is n 
separato district oi the Kabul province, Lid has been described ns rucl~. 

Besides the Dni Zangi eounlry no the north and Besud on the nnrth.east, 
llle Hazarnjnt ioelutles Llle following districts:-011 the s-rst lho Dai Kundi 
country ; on the sooth-ewt a eonsiderablc tract inhabitell by Uaznra\, n h o  
were till quite rccently independent, and wl~om the Amir 113s d u r i n ~  tho past 
p a r  bern t r ~ i n l :  to brill: into subjeclion. East of these ogni; are the 
Gltazni Hnza~ns, about t!ro.tl~irds of r~host. count1.y mnv Ilc inc lud~d in the 
IIaznrajar. h'a3,-a-i-Argbnnrlah. Unl~ln, Tirin, D e m ~ m t , ' ~ l ~ u n n i ,  Ua ,~l~rnn ,  &c.. 
portions 01 rh ich  are iuhnbiled by Yaznrar, are nut. I~oaercr,  eonsidcred to 
belong to the Ilnmrnjnt. but arc portions of l l ~ o  Kaudahar nnd Fnmh pro. 
vinecs. 

Tltc total Icnqlb or the linzarajnt, as abox-e defi~led, is something less than 
200 m i l s  Irom uorth-cast to south.sest, nnd its grertcst breadth is 160 miles. 

Tllc sholc ol the Eazamcountry is moantninous. I b  overage clcvatioo is 
mmes.l~rre about 10,OUO fect. Tlicre are punks in it of over 13.000 fect. Tllosc 
of the lioh-i-Unba risc to upwards of lG,UU:I iect. Ilut the nvel.aVe elevation 
ol pe~.mancnlly inbnbitcd placcs may be taken a t  allout 8,000 feet.D 

I:oughlg s p c a b i ~ ~ ~ .  tbe IIaznmjat isllre basin of the Upper Uelmand. The 
gcncrdl cllaraeter 01 1110 cuuntly is wry  ,lilfen:nt Prom thonc portions of 
Al~hnoistao \ ~ ~ l ~ i c h  :we bcst known lo us lrom llaviug been occupied by our 
troops during the war of 1618.80. 

In  it~pbysical aspcct tlnenazal.ajnt may be raid to hold nn intermediate posi- 
tion bet!~ceoIhc bararouky and lorhiilding Itills a t  the lril,es on our north-west 
froutier and the finely gra-red downs trbicl~ nrochnractrristic o l  l a v e  portions of 
Bnd;ttrllua. Alghao-'L'urbiahn,osd the northcrn part ol Hcmt. ~ n k i n n s s  whole, 
tile U:imrajjat bcnl-5 a certain rr.~e~ul,lanee to the ltinltlonds of Scotland. l 'bc 
mou!lt:tins ore genrlallr corcred with soil and rise i z  "rent Colds, prcseuling n 
decided coulrasl Lo tho;llarp bare ridgcr oC rock srlti2h prevail in those parts 



of Algllnnistnn nearest l o  India. On many of 111. nnzpra mollntni,,v ( I , ~  
cult iwtioo far  up the sides, nearly to  tlncir sllmmils. TI~emIIeys of rtrenmo 
nod rivers a re  qcnerally narrow, and tllo furthcr IILC s~,.cnm ir d,.recn~led tl,e 
dcepcr tho rallop, and t.l~e more Ivrqucnt l l ~ r  -or,.es t ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ l ,  sl,iel, it 
dl R d o ,  ltie oppcr valleys an111 zlelns are slnnliuw?r n l l l ~  tllnn 
lo!rcr. N o  dnllbl tllcre nra la;my asr.rlllions, llut in the couI..c or a lollg slrr;lm 
i ts  rnllc.rs m;,y be c ~ p e c t e d  to contract t.atl~vv tllnn cxp.lnrl ns i t  is dcrrended. 
For this rc:nsou ra?ds rlo not u.!lally Ic~llo~v tlhr r : ~ l l r n  sl m7in stl-,.n,,,s, or if 
the? do, tllcy l~~equen t lg  t lkr  to the l~ i l l r  oncitllcrri& lo nroid clifieult delies. 
I n  all lllc nnr t l~ r~ra .  1h:tt is to my the upper, pal.t of lllc country llle v:,llcrs 
thou:ll frrqllclltlg narroe,. are not r . e r  dwp, and tlnc Inills on eitbcr side jrd 
compara11vel.v Ion, nod grncr.!lly m y  of ncccss. Tile Inticr am also arten well 
eo re rc~ l  rvillb grass in spring and sulnlucr. 

Tho mlot dimcult pnrt of t l ~ !  Hnrarajl t  ip tint o-ropircl hg tllc in:lepend. 
en t  Hnmr:t\. Tlto Dni Kundi cotuntr!. i, ~ l s o  said In be rcrp mnanlninons, hilt 
no portion of citller of tlrese lraets Il:ns as yct bccn rxplorc,!l. Tlnosr l,nrts 
the E:rr~r; i jnt  \ r l~ ieh  are hert known 11-, ianlelr ,  the Uai Zanzi cou~llry and 
Besud, are by no means dif icult  for a llill counlrj-. 

The .hole of the IInmr;~jnt  is vrly tl.cclesr. Eren Llle jltnipcr, ~ r l ~ i ~ l ~  is 
found i n  most o t l ~ r r  parts of Al:lr~nistao, appear* 1le1.c to bc rare. ThC 
trees seem lo bc small l~illo!r.iIl)- tllc:\~-atcruourscs,nntl l l e r e n ~ d  L b c ~ ~ c s o t u c ~ l ~ i t ~  
poplars. The common lucl of tllc I1;nzrrir isobtnin~cl lrum b~t r l~esn~t r l  Ion.ncrl~B, 
inelutlit>n srorrn\r-nod, s,l8icl1 grow uu the hills, aud s.hieh are known I'y the 
gcneml name of brrlo (busl~rs) .  

Ttic fcrlility nf t l ~ c  U.aznrajat is eourider.1I11~ lor so llilly a coon~ry.  
Although the amount O F  it.ri:alpd land in the rnllcgc is not I:irSe, (here is a 
consi~leral~lc ares eultivatvd wt~ich is un~rl.igntcd. and lielda may bc seen all orer  
t h e  hillsides; and, tliougll svldon~or nercr tervarcd, tlncerops amsoid to do "ell. 
Tho llirlter parts  of the country are almost too colrl for  ~rheat ,  but La~.lry is 
succes~lully cultiralcd in most plnacl. An inferior kind of brrley called koljno 
is 1nr;clg g ro rn ,  and on  tllis nod various kinds of pulse the Uararns greatly 
depend for their food supl.ly. 

Shccp arc naolcrouq i n  most pnrls of thc country, and the Ilnrams also poses3 
many small IIUISCP, which 11are much eddurancc an11 are very clever in gettin: 
up and down their notirc I~ills. Bulloeks are used for p1ou:llinv atld also 
as pack animals. Donkeys :are common, but llrerf are no camels in t i e  IInmra- 
jnt. Tho climate is r r ry  sorere in rrinlcr, a04 lhe greater pnrt of tllc country 
i s  impnssabto for sereml monll~s.  I n  llle lligller parts, as llte Par-i-l<oh and the 
Dai K u ~ ~ d i e a o n t r y ,  snow lies an tllc ground lor livo monthr. Aftcr the mclt- 
iog  of the snor~, in April, t l~e rc  is a ntontll or sin weeks of rnioy rrc:lther, s l l en  
the  clarey soil, satursted nit11 moisture, renders travelling rcry d~ll ieult  and 
;,I1 tlle's&ealns 31.c in flood. Pram l l n y  or June to tlru eud of Scptcmbcr the 
c l i m l c  i s  said to be moguiliccnt. 

Tllc important roads i n  the IIaznrajat nre f c s .  Tlle main XmJln route Imm 
Kabul to ..\lgl~nn.Turkistnn ri,i Unmian pnsrcr t l l rougl~ tho cartern end af 
Ucsud as already n~cntionrd.  I t  is a good catuel rond. The main rautc I M ~  
Kabul  to l l ~ r n t ' b m ~ ~ c l ~ e s  from tha above and l r a s c ~ c s  the ~%-Ilole of northern 
Hazarrjnt  from e ~ l d  t o  eud. I t  l ~ s s  beon madc. orrather greatly improved, Ily 
tllc prcsellt Alnir, and is no. much used during tlic sulnrncr mantl~s. T l ~ c  
openinp up of this route l ~ a s  contributed in a notablc manner to the s o l ~ j u ~ n t i o n  

the couotvy Ihroogh a.l~ieh i t  passer. A road from Gl~nzoi Ihraugh Uesud 
nlld over tllo Zard Sari: pass to Band-i-rlmir lbar aln.ady been mentioned, nod 
appears to bo o ~ a c h  used. We know notlniu- of any roods l r m  the l i r in  and 
~~~~~~t llistriets of gand:tlmr, or fromD Upper Zarnindasnr northanrrls 
tllrougll ti,,, ~~i ~ ( u n d i  country. Of couvse sonla s~lell  ulust exist, but they 
am d i ~ ~ ~ u l t .  'rhe rond up the Hellnand to  Gl~izao is distinctly 
stated to bc very bad in places. 

to supp~i,.s, i t  is ~ o t  to  be supposcd that  any great amount could be 
ol,hincd in ltle nazarajr t .  ~t is t rue the couulry is morc fertile than might 
bc erpectcd of ., mouutainous regioo, but  the popnlafian is coml~nntively 
hrZe, the iood must be small. Grass tihaultl be fairly nbundaot 



it, I ~ ~ n r r s ,  b ~ t  Bvr~vond i.i ere~,y\rhrrc scanty. llla or whmt is finid to 
in the lInmm.int, ~IIOIISII Lllc poorrr rlnsscs eon srldotn nlTol.d to 

it. T I ~ C  g/,i is also csrellmt. l luttou should 110 lnirly plcntilul. Tllcre is ,,,, 
mlt, nod this Ins tn bo imported. 

With rranrd to thc ~npt~ln l ion  of tlleUnlnl,njat, Colollcl3lni l lnnd~stimnte~ 
i t  2. i i , 5 0 0  lnmilies, cxc lo~i re  of tllc pnpulnlionof Brsutl and 01 tho Dni Zlnni 
,.otlntrv 7rltic.h Inve Iwcn svpnmlrlg cousi~lcred. Tllis numlrcr ineludcr II,I$~, 
~:tmilid;olt~lel)ni Iitmclir, 1.1..500 lnluililrs of iudcpeu~lent Unzaras, nnd 22,000 
lalnilirs 01 Ghnzni 1Iamras. 

I n  charnetcr the IIn7nrns nm ai~nllle, good-natarcrl, nnd honcrt,. T l~cp  n1.e 
mp~poted no1 to bo vc~.v lr3rlikc. Ilul, tll:lt lllry can lizllt svcll in tllrir ovn I~ills 
rrna sllawn Inst gc:w,'wl~cn t l~ey  Itnd to nlcct Af:hnn lroops anmarl trilll brcreh. 
londurs, l l~eir on.u nmms bein: only swords and rntclllocks. 

The rillngrs or tlhc IInz:was arc slnnll, irrcpulnrlp built collectioor of mud 
1111ts. Encl~ rillngo Inns its 10s-cr o l  rrlugr, if not n small lart in its vicinity; 
and lllrrc nm grnernlly s t r o n ~  and n ~ n l l ~  Ilnilt: Tbc lortr nf lllc cl!icr$ nro 
olten wcI1 6nislmd structuns, r \ i r l~  I~igh a.alls and torrers for flnuk delcnre. 

Tllc IIarnrns of the IInzarajnt n1.c Slriohs, and nro estrrmelp nlt:~cl~rd to 
that form of llle Muh:~ntmadnn faith. 'I'ltey llnve n rootrd nntipntlly to LIE 
Algl~nns, who arc Stt18~8is. Tllcir Icelings ore decidedly frirn,lly ton.arda the 
I3rilisl1, ns n.ns shnrro ~lurin- the late nar. Tl~cv probably look upon us ns the 
cucmies of their foes, llle ~ Y ~ h a n s .  Tllrj- woold gladly accopt Urilisl~ rule, as 
llncp arc well arrarc it  ~ ~ o u l d  wc:ln freedot11 nlld not opllression ; nod nr Hril.ish 
rubjecls lhrg nlijht be reckoned oo not  only to support our role, but also to 
resist our enemies to LLc licst of h e i r  ability. 



From whnl. l ~ n s  ?one bcfor,., it will br sccn that tlla rrgion to llle west 
tho lC~thal provinrc k~~nsrn as the I1:nzor:tjat mqy bc impraclirahls for miltt.try opcr:~l ion3 on n IRI?I: s(.alc. A~rmt:rIy 11,~ ~ [ : , ~ ~ ~ ~ j ~ t  ,ras 
os n n  exlrc111cly dilficult rl,gion, hut Illis ric.lr. llns been so,newllnt ,,;hilied 
since t l ~ c  n:Lurn of the r\l"l~?n Uo!!n<lary Comn~ission.  TI,^ 
mentioned, llas drivc~l a r::i 15 feet wide rigllt lllroUgl, [PO,n ~,,b,,l UCrnt nod this road is ocensin~~:~llg urud by troops. The nrldicnts are, I , ~ , , . ~ ~ . ~ ~  bad' 
and in its prasent ronditio!~ the ~.oarl is ltordlg I,r;,$ieal,lc for Nllecled nr,/llcry: 
Aloreovcr, the dists~icc C~.om ICilbul to Ilerat in 41 m,lrcl,es or ,167 miles. 
Colonel JIaitland cunsidcrs tlmt " i t  ~nigli t  bc llossil,le lor a ~ ~ i t i ~ l ,  rndian 
division, with its onlinsry ri,!nl,lorncnl of orlillery, tf, I I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  fmm to Ucrat  i n  sorncal~nt less t:mu tI81.ce ao~l l l t r ,  pro~~irlerl (I) itstarted at tile 
prop& season; (2) tha t  previnlls arrnn:cmcatn I I : ~  buen made for tile collection 
of supplies along tila road; and (3) tllnt no oplloritinn aas  eneouolerrd. ~f 
t l ~ r  arlillery eonsisterl enlircly of mountain I~atlel.irs and the marebin: 
o l  the lronpo could Ire relicrl on, Ills limo mi-ltl lie rcclueed to seven weeks, 
I t  n u a t  also bc notrd lhnt under l l ~ e  mas? I;~vourrl,lo cireumstanees locnl 
supplies \roulcl be short in many plnrcr. and allogctl~er rronfiny in nomeotlrers 
so tlrnt 15 to 2: dnrs' raliona for m1.n and animals (n.,tllout hhnso) rrouli  
l ~ n r c  to be taken from 1C~hul " The snmr re?sontn8 npplles n ~ n l r r l i a  +,rtltandis 
C, n llursinn advnnec from H h 3 t  to l ~ a l l ~ i ;  2nd: if tlie lrttcr place Rere 
wcupicd I,v n I3ritislt Corer, not only could tl:c march of the ~lirisioa h c l ~ ~ r n ~ ~ .  
=d, but i t  dould bc opposed in rrrneat at  selct:lcrl point ns it neared Kohul 
and n rcpulsc tllenv would bc disastrog to tho Ilussinns, ending probably in 
tilo pmc~ic:~l dcslruction of thc lorce. ('lllr great cloration of t l ~ c  road, espo. 
,jally trherc it I$asr*r 1lll.ouph lllc 11:~z.broj:~t. lrould also bo n scriau~ ol?jection 
to its usc for military opcmtions, as it is closed for some rnontl~r in IIIC wintcr. 
on tllc rvhole, i t  would seem u~!likelg tlm:lt this road, even a t  the rcry best 
timc of 1hc year, could be utc!d by onr~clvcs or Ilp the Rmsinns for nn opcm. 
tion of any mqguitude, nod it may accordingly be oolittcd from slratcgical 
calculatiouo 

Wit11 romard to the Urzrrajat gcnrrnllg, nlthoogl~ i6is nnt so dillicult as 
lonnrlly';upl,oscd, g r t  innloring t- n conlinuod scries of marelles 

o,.er sterp mla,lirnls rvc:ln out 1~0th rnrn an11 nnimals, crcn when 110 serious 
,,l,sl:,cle is iny,y~,cre enaounb:~,ed. iidded to Illis thcrc is 1l1c difficulty in 
,,,,hainins suplllico inqunntitics sufficient lorn large lol.ce; also tllc f:lct tint tho 

has nrerdge ulcmtian a1 10.000 fcet, and is only passable for ahont . 
fire lnonths in tllc Jlorcorer, with the exception of Ihe on0 aborc 
mcnlioncd there do not nppc;lr to bc anv roads Lhrouzh Lllis rrginn. Yor tllaso 
reasons tlli vllolo of the Hazlrnjnt m:iy, bc considorcd impraetioabla lor regular 
military operations. 

North.ezst of Rnbul lies 111. almost unlinorrn country of Knfrislao. Tllo 
erplorltioas o f  Colonel Iackltnrt's misqioa showed that the Kafristnu portion 
of tbc'Ilindu KUSII is for military purposcs iwpnamhlc, and i t  is owing. to the 
impmcticalrlc "ntnre o f  the country ilsclf that  Kafristrn 118s been ablo to 
maintain its indcpentlrncc for ceuturirs, :tlthougll surroundnl on all sides I,y 
fattatical MuhammatIan tribes. '!Ibis snme imp~~noticabilily would prercnt 
i t  bcinm usc of for militnry opcrrtions on a larco scale, null it may 
theref&, Ilkc the nazamjnt,  Ire oruiltrd from stratc~ical  cnlculations. Tho 

came to tltc renion rrtvnding Crom Krfri.itlh to Knshtuir, 
pro,,;dcd n o  haye the eommaucl 01 Cl~itr:~l ,  rind can provcnt the pasrage oC 

force by (llc norall, Uaragbil, or iolorvuoiug pnsrw lhrougll Cllitral to 
the Kuonr mllep. -- . y,,, ,),a in[urm.l;oo ron!riwd io thin ul#ll~!er. 1 .lib ~ l n c f l j  i81drbW I. wporU by Columul. >lailland and 
n.Uirh. 



~ 1 , ~ ~ ~  arc tllus t a o  i~~lpnrcnblc Irlocks prnlrrling. the writ and narlh.eopt 
the liablll pmrioer, bat tl~oso arc c~~anecleal I,? ;L rexion o l  tllo vcry Ilil.llest 

impol.tnncr, s i l l~o  ~hrourrll i t  lic all lllc ro:t,ls Iran, i\l:l~nn-~nrliistau" and 
~ ~ d ~ k ~ l ~ ~ ~  to linbol. ~ c n  lltrcc most imporlnnt of t11c.s~ roads bare been 
,,.c,,tionrd in Cllnptrr I. Thr? Brqt t\ro Icnd lo llsmian, 0118 u i i  tllo Unni and 
~ [ ~ j i , . ~ k  pnsseS, and tlio olhrr rin Chnriknl., 1111- tilnorl~nnd valley, 2nd the 
~ h i l , ~ ~  tllo lnltrr is Innpcr, hut it is npcu tllrougllout lhc year. From 
~~~~~i~~~ tllD rOa~l to Ua)-la~.-i-SI~:trif zncs eiHicl. vid Sni:l~nn. Iln~nartl, and tho 
linm ~ ~ t ~ l  to Unil~;lk and 'lhsl~li~wpl~nn or t i r i  Sni~bnn, l)asl~i, nnd IInibnk 
lo ~ ~ ~ l , l ; , t r n b n n :  tllr lnltcr is lonae~.. bui il litlieu in cono~clion wit11 the road froillnmi& to linbul ri8 the Shilbar is open all tlla ycnr roun<l. The tbird 
road fmnl ICnbul to Iigli:tn-Tu~.Liatnn is cid Cl~nrikar : I I I ~  tllr Cl~nhsrdnr pnsa 
b, nnlBnn.i.Isliar, sltrre i t  mauls the rnad above me~llioned from Bnminn to 
~),,~l,i T l ~ c  distnncca lty llwse t111.c~ ronds nre given in l'nrt I. I t  mny b 
rnpnlibned he1.e that thcp hnvc all tllree lhrn m:ldc or improred bp the present 
nmir 2nd are proeticnble for lndau umclu, and probably s i l h  difficulty [or 
rvheclcd arlillery. 

Be~idcs the abo\.c, thrre nrn other routes wlli~ll  for strntegicnl puiposeo 
it is nrcercnry to consider, but it, ulay bc prcmised llnnt nnne of them nre 
I,rnc~icnl,lr lor wheeled trnlfic. Wcrt of, and parsllcl to, t l ~ c  roxl from llnminn 
to H a i l ~ ~ l r  rid Snighnn,liomard, not! thc Knra Kotnl is n mnto oi6 Yarra Yusuf 
to AInznr-i-Sharif. Tl~is road runs from Usnd-i-Amir (1Cnln JaRr) in Ynk 
ITalnng., nnd is continued soul11 over tho Iioh-i-Babn by t11eZnrd Sang pass 
(about 13,300 Icet) through Ucsud to Ghnzni. I t  nppmls to bc a very fair 
mule track the whole wnp, but i t  is closed lor nt lcnst four months every 
year. The distance from Gl~nzni to 13antl.i-A1nir is 11 marches or 126) 
trilrs, and Rom tllero on to IIncar-i-Sharif is174miles divided i u l o l  marches. 
This gives a distinct road practicable for troollr wilb mounhin nrlillery from 
Obnzni direct to JIazar-i-Shnrif. A Inrzo amount of supplies can often be 
procured in the Dnrra Yusuf district, and Uesud is cousidrred the most fertile 
porlion oi the Hazarnjnt. 

Tile most in~portant roads, horrerer, arc those over the Hindu Kusll 
n-bich unite about Chnriknr. These nro thc roads wlticll hnre been used 
11r solve of lhe nlost successful of the invaders of India Ilom Alexander 
tllc Great, dowo\vards. Timur Lang nnd 13ahnr 1101l1 crossed the UindU 
l ius l~ ,  and, coming donn to Inter times. Auran~?ib's passage of this range 
Ily tlw Cl~:tl~avd:~r pass is still talked of in tho country. HA is said to 
h>re had a nl;merous artillerg, t1.11icl1 was transported on camels. 

l l l c  lenctli of Ihnt. portion oE the "cat rannc \vhich msteods from t l~o  
XIuln~. a t  tl;c l~rnd of Ibe Ghorb=ud to the l~ead%f llno Psnjsl~ir vollcy, and 
alllc'u mas he calle~l tlre Hindu Kush pro er, is about 100 miles. IVithiu 
this distaicc it  i< rrosscd by fifteen rrcngnisc,iraads. Certainly mnny of tbcm 
:ee b,d, hut screl.nl Inny be considered plncticnble For inlautrv, cavalry, and 
Indcn mulel. 'I'hc I~est of the-c P O ~ ~ S  is t l~ilt  over l h e ~ l i a l ~ a r d n r  pass which 
1 ~ 3 ~  Iwcn mmli<,ncrl nl,ore. It 112s been made pmcticsble for wheeled &tillery. 
I t  is lllc morl dirret road From Aial~nn-l'orkistan to Charikor and Knllul. 
P~ .oo  I)~!l~:~n-i-I~lii~r it runs 111) IIIC Y a r n  Isbar and cmsper a Ian- nod eleratl:d 
rlntr of the Uintllt-l<n%ll I,y tile Fnsak ICotnl (10.040 feet), and Then desernds 
n ~ n i o  to Chnlirrdnr. Bro~n Chnhnrrlar the road, \r.hiult is veI7 s.all 
runr gently up to the Hindu.Kush ssterslbcd, which it crosses by the Cl~nLn~lar  
Iintol (13,!,00 feel), and tllen Ialls ngain solveahat more slecplg into I l ~ ~ G l t o r .  
h o d  volley. 

'lo the onst of lhc Chahardsr route ir n collcctio~l of passus commonlr 
knnnu ns the Ilhiuji~o -roup. I t  includcs the \Ynlian. Lbc Knoslrrn nnb 
lllc Bnjqnll (or Snlaa:), z h c  enlled thc Yamwan. Internu ~ l i a t c l v t l ~ ~ r c a l ~ e k n n ~  
otlacr I.racko across tlic mounhins, the llnlnci of aLic l~  Iln\-c nlj boeu o1,tnincd 
.ind tho approximate positions laid down; lmt Lhcse arc tllc main rout~s, 2nd 
the only onco that could bc utilized for hearilp laden trnnspor~ 



T l ~ c  beat n l  the Kllinjnn group nf pasics is ths liaorl~an (14y$n tcPt), 
Captain the Hon'hlr: 31. Tdlllot. ~vl~ocrassed it in 1880 Farr tltnt lielore the 
?oastruotion of the Chahardar road it was roarirlered1,y ;hr! iocal authorities nu 
$110 Lest natural AoJila route Irnm Knl,!rl to A4hao.Turkistsa, e u t  of tho 
old route clu Hnmian, in spite of its altihslc. Evo!~ OO!V i t  is much used. 
It is a v ~ ~ y  fairly good road for Inden camncls (or Af:hans use camds). with 
tho erccptionof ccrtain porlions Itereand thcrc, s h i c l ~  nreexcccdinglg bnd,ehi+ 
fro113 ol~struction of boulders. Clptain 'I'nlhot considered, however, that i t  would 
bo dl$cult to iolprorr Lhe road to ang <rent extent. A lnrea numllcr of bridces 
would bo ucccsrary andnu imm(.nfc arnor~nt of labour in clcnrin,, &- Crii 
he dial not consider that i t  was pr%clicable to mnhe the road p u s n b i d ~ o r ~ h ~ l -  
cd artillery. 

The Wnlian scclns to bc of lhc same class es3ctIy as 1110 Kaoshnn. 
I t  crosses thc 1Iinda Kush nbnut s c v c ~ ~  milct scat of thc latter at about an 
cqusl altitu~le. I t  is described as a surse pass than thc Kaoshnu nith similar 
characteristics. 

To tlls east 01 the Raosl~an is thc Dnjgalt. This routo runs Irom Andcrab 
Up the l)rrrn-i-naj:.nlt to 1113 lmss of tlmt ~uomc, nnd then dcsccnds to Parwan 
by tho 1)arrn-i-Ynlasg, so tllnt this pass is apt lo bnvo screml names applied 
to it .  The pass is open nnd is only 12.500 feet, hut the "rrrlicnts on the south 
eido nre very steep, there b c i o ~  n Call of 4,000 feet i: the first five miles, 
\~.bicIi gives o grndicnt steeper than 1 in I, steeper than on any of the other 
routes mentioned ahore. Nenr Parwan the only ~rnilable roadway for laden 
camels is the actual Ired of the stream. which would be imprnctirnble in time 
of floods. Onelnraurable fcalurc about this puss is its low altitude compared 
nit11 that oE lhe Knoshcn. Jlorcorer, i t  is B routc along which supplies are 
obtainable from end to end. 

The great mdmntqe possessed by this "roup of passes-the Wnlinn, tho 
Knoshna, and tltc I3aj;ah-is that they 11s; but one kolal to cross. They are 
eloscd only ten dnys or so earlier than the Chnhardnr. I t  may be reckoned 
that they are cerhinly closed between tho middle of Novembcr and the end 
of April to al! but footmen, and they may be blocked both earlier nod Inter. 

To the east oC t11e Khinjan group of parses is tho Xhnnak roulo. This 
l a d s  from Narin and Auderab to the head of the Ponjshir valley. I t  is 
a low pass (ll,%IO feet). There is an alternative kofal ivhich may be used 
known as Til. auJ this seems to be better than tbKhulvnk, t b u g h  a little 
higher. 

W e  have thus the following groups of passcs Icnding from Afghan-Tur- 
kistan to Kabul :- 

(1) From Damian to Xab111:- 
(a) Tho &jig". 1 r Bolh of t l~cm hi$, mads, but 

I (will1 tho Uuai p u s  soul,h of the 
(b) The Irak. ... ,,. { ~ ~ l m n n d )  involviugntlrast ll~ree 

I I lliglt pZasrs,nnd linble in tbs win- 
1 [tcr to bc blocked by iuow. 

(2) Daminn to Kabul .id Cbnrihzr. 

Tho Shibnr, air0 :t Iti:h road, and nlnnys open. 

(3) Gllori to ICabul C W ~  Charikar. 
Tho Chnlmrhr,  high road crosrin~ trrn passos, aull liable in the winter 

to be bloelicd by suon.. 

(4) 1Clliuj:tn to TCcbul vib Chnriliar. 
(a )  Thc I\-aliau. 1 ,i]i 01 tbenl crossing Ihc Ifindo. 

I (lillsh nt very hi511 nl!itudr, but 
( b )  Tho ~ ( r o ~ b a u .  } ,,, ,, { iurolvln? only one principal p-3. 

~~~o or them are wood mnds, nud are 

(c) Thc lhjgnh. I liable to be blockex by snow for a t  
I l lcast four months. 



 be g b p d ,  n comparatively low pnss ovor the Hindu-Kush, generallr 
but circuitous, and involving sevcrnl minor passes. 

Besides theabove, which or0 all open to tho passage of mountain artillrrv, 
urvalry nod infnntrg them arc nlnny taotpntlls nnd tracks pnssnblo lor horsi- 
men. bolonel lIoldic)h considers it improbable that a practicable route [or 3 
f ~ m ~ a d v n o c i n g  fmm Dndnkshnn exists east of thc Kl~ownli pnss. I t  will lllus 
bo seen that tile reputntion. 11.11icl1 tlie Uindu Kush formcrly possessccl ns n 
forrnidnble barrier to an ndrnoco fmm RCgllnn-Turkistnn totnrds ICaba), 
llas been mduced eonaidcmbly by thc mom recent information obtnincd bp the 
officers of tho Afghan Boundary Con~mission. The real difficulties appear to lio 
re~her  in tllc ~pnernl sonrcity of supplies and Iorago than in the pl~ysieal 
chorseter ~ r l  llle I'angc. 

The wcne~.al rhrractrr ot all the pisses appcsr to be much tho same. 
The alh: ascend narrow gleus on the south aide of the r a n g  to lllc loltp 
and &ralatc cl.est, witl~ ils rplinlcrcd grnnitc peaks and patcl~er of perennial 
snow. The scenery here is not in tltc least I ~ k e  t11:lt uf ordinary ACnl~nu moun. 
bins, but rather rescml,lco that oE the higher Grampinns. ~ o z l i t v a r d ,  the 
descent is down larger and less nnl.mtr glens a t  nn casirr grn~lient. Tltcso "Ions 
haven very Ycotelt look about them, aud tlle lowur parls are fairly wellxroooded. 
Towards tho moutl~s of the glclls on boll1 sides are mnsscr oI orchards, with 
strips of cultivation, and morcor lcss scntkrcd villnges, some of them of eon. 
sidrmblo size. 

The Uindu Kosh, spoakin: generally, is passable lor about seven monlhs 
in the year lrom M:sy to Novetnllrr inclusirc; but on nccnunt of the dificulty 
of cmsring l l ~ c  tinbrid~cd slrcamr during tho oarly part of the scmon, the roads 
are not considered opcn until about the cnd of June. 

I t  must also 11. reniemhered that the Hindu 1Zusl1 proper is n sin-le range 
nod not a m o u u t n i ~ ~ o ~ ~ a  region, nnd, nlthou~11 of considerable elevalih,  i t  can 
be cmased by any ol the roulos in four or fivc marches. 

From llle ahore it will bc sc?n lint nn enemy lrom the north might cross 
the Hindu IZusli in seveml columns noar cnou:l~ to l ~ a r o  a fair cl~nncc of sup. 
porlinn each oll~c,r, anrl i f  he once penetrated into the Koll Daman wit11 his 
infant$ nnd mauntnin gaur, i t  would not take him Ion- to brine up wheeled 
artillery by the Cl~altnrdar road, \rl~ich nould in lhc mzanlimc Pave been im. 
pmved by his rn~~pc~. .  . G,l jmel JIaitland poinls out that consideriag the Itus- 
rian army in l S i 7 . i S  crossc~l lltc Balkans ond marched for weeks in the depth 
of winter uot only willtout tents, but absolutely tritllout baggage, and had no 
grenter proleclion from the realller than their grcat.conts, i t  is not to be nu 
pored the passage of the Hindu Kush in summer \vuold prove an impossibro' 
exploit. The ouly transport nccesrarg would be that lor supplios and ammuni- 
tion. I t  nould not, howcrer, be possihle lor the Russians to ottcmpt suc l~  an 
opernlioo unless thcg 11nd bccu for some time in possession ut Afgl~au-Turkistan 
and bad 3 rai1a.n~ a t  lcapt as tar as Tnrhkurghan. Dclnrc(1iat i t  is to be Itoped 
we should be in secure posserrioo of the li?bul pmriuce, and that our boundary 
would extend a t  lc:lrt as tar norlh no tho lt~rther Iout of tho IIindu Kush and 
tho Kara 1Cohl beyond Kumard: 

A11 thc roads orcr tho IIiodu Kurli proper conrerge and meet in t l ~ e  
neighbourl~ood of Chariknr, so that this is a most importaut stratenienl point 
for eooecntralio:. (Ire rerervc of any fol.ces Or detneltments obsorvinitho Uindu 
Kurh @me$.  Charikar is 40 milcs or C marches Irom Kabul. 

" I t  is not likrl? lllc encm? would make usc otnny pnsncast of the Bajnah 
since doing ao would involve %'wide dispcrsiou of his Iorec willlout any &re: 
spondia~ adrantago Front tllr eonlormatiun ot tho countrv it  \r.ould not bc 
rirg easy to slrikc tho cndvnnein:. uolumn~ in succession blforo they united. 
Thcy would t o n  grrnt ealent nUord each other mutual support, and the spurs 
diridio; tho rarinrs or -lens by which tllc roads descend from Lhe crest of the 
mountains nre acwrnilllf to inf:tntry. Io fact i t  is quite likely the oncmy'a 
iolrntry would march alour the top 01 t l ~ c  spurs ,vl~ilc the trains IoUowcd thc 

ar L.~~o.III-COIOUI M.ll*a~l.. .cm.ll. .huI ill" h u n b r j  sm.'116bn0111.0 Sunlrp~.lll C o n ~ P e d .  "1W. 



Thc Koh Damon. ns bas lleen seen, is a very frrlile nod tllieklr populafr,l 
distr~ct. Onin: to tlle numcrous orcl~ards. rinorords. and rillanei surrollndr,l 
b.~ walled fields, null also to its numerous irription elmnnelt, the cn,lntT 
is rcry close nnd difficult for the nlonment of troop. IF thr 
attempt to prevent thc j~~nct ion  of the eoomy'a columnn bo ~ n s u c c ~ s s ~ ~ ~ ~  he 
would hare to bc attacked vi~orously as saol~ nr possil,lo arLcr dcboaul;iorr 
from t l ~ c  hills; but if this nk; railed to stop him, tlrcn it rollld bc nccrrsn; 
to fall back slowly Ll~rough tho Koll Darnon, nod take up a ps i t ic~l  in 
about Kabul. This place could be conv~rted iota n stmng mtrcnebcd camp 
lor thirty or forty tl~ousmd mcn by constructio" a circlc of detaclied aorhs 
on Siah Sang. Bcmnru. Asmai, Slier Dnrnaza, b: These works onco com. 
plated and proprrly provisioned could hold out lor sevcrnl montl~s, and, ns 
Coloncl Unitland points out, " i t  is importnnt to remcmber lbat o eirge could 
lrnr~llg be maintained during the winter. This is not so much on account o l  
Ll~e sovcrity of tho climate as of tho diKieulty Llle enemy would IJO in with 
rc,gnrd to his commnnicntions. The Hindu Kush must be crossed in summer. 
.Inno perhaps would be the crrlicst moot11 in allicl~ such an opemtion mould 
Ilr learible, and the pnsscs arc closed again in Ocloller, or a t  Intent about the 
Ileginni~lw of Eiovembor, so Lint the tinlc nvailnhlc for nctire opcralions in thp 
liold is r:nmrllnt short. If  the defendins Force hat1 been driven within the 
\ ~ o r k s  a t  Knbul by the timo tho plsres closcil, t l ~ e l ~ c s i e g i n ~  enemy could com- 
rnunicatc wit11 Turkiston hy Cihorbmd and tho Shibar pa$; but it is a long 

and thc couvo)-s or food and ammunition necessnry for supplying his 
t r o o ~ s  at tlre front could l~ardly arrive with suEcient rapidity or certdnty!' 

I t  i s  or thr utmost importance that we should anticipate Lhc Russians in 
occupr in~ Ualuiln; otllrririse t l~ey would obtain thoimmeore strrtpnical adran- 
t ~ g e  df being nblo to adl-nncc cither by the Hnjigak or Irak pa& or by the 
lihil,ar pars into Ghorban<l. As JIajor Dlrrow has pointed out in Part 11. 
tllc Dnminu position i* I,y no mcnna a bad one for resisting the attack of 
superior forcer nud lins this ndrantage, that i t  limils the number of men who 
cnu be l,rouShi into line 01 bnttlo. This position nould h v e  to be held as long 
ns poaqible, but if forced to retiw from Unmian, the troops holding it  might 
1x11 back and t:tkc up a in Besod, sons to cover Qbazni as well ns 
I<nhul. I I  f o r d  to cracuate this position, tha troops soulrl hare to rclirc? 
on Cthnzui or on Eallul according to circumshnccs. 

Thc present Ruisian activity on the Pamin, nod more espeeidly a series 
of ar!ieles on Cbitrd which nppeotcd in t b  Kocknz in December Inlt, 
sllorr t h t t  the Rus;i:~ns are Fully dive to the strategicnl importance of Cllitml. 
and it  was only on the supposition that rve 11.d 3 sufficient force there to 
prcvcnt t1tcpassn;e of Russian troops to the Kunrr rdley that this region 
wns eansidcred impractienblc for troops. Sl~onld. I~oyever, Rnrsia succeed I I I  

crtnblishiog her influcnco in ~ l r i tml ,  she will be rn a position to ~cr~ous lv  
threaten our commuuieations on tho Khaibar line. IVe know that In 1S7S. 
nhcn war was immiucnt, the Russians cooccntratcd s srnd!calunln pt O"11 
with t l ~ c  intention of marcbiug it soutllwnrds ncross the Pamln, nod ~f such 
a column should succocd in penetrating into Chihal, i t  would bc cnpnble of muell 
mischief. mere is also tllc hare chanceof the Russinns gottinginto Knfrislnn 
Fmrn thence into u g h m n n .  TO he quite ircc from nny danger of our corn- 
muniortious being cut by n nussirn advn~~ce  into Chitrid ar Eofrislan, tllc 
adoption of the T O C ~ ~  mute fmm Bnnou to Knb~ll hns been adrocatell. If 
this route, after boiog pmperlg explored, nerc found suitnb!e for a Ijnc ci 
ro i~r~ny,  rind if tho present Rere crtcnd~d to Bsnnu, ~t nould nltllaut 
doubt be much better line than that cii tho Khnibnr nnd Jfilalobrd. 



The Gumd mute to Qhamni dno offers n p i b l e  Line for a railaa y but 
our m e n t  information of it  in so meagre that ~ t a  feasibility or otherwiso'can- 
not l e  deoided. I t  would, however, appear absolutely neocssnry to hnpe n 
d a n g  line to Kabul if wc am to bo in n good position to hold it  ngoiust a 
Ruasinn ndvanco Imm the north. and tho enrliust opportunity should be 
taken d v n n b g e  ot to thorou~hly explore both the Tmhi and Qurnsl 
mutes. 

Thc above m a  few of tho salient points which strike one in looking s t  
thc Knbul provinm from a stnrtagicnl point of view. It is not nccessnry ta 
eutcr into tho subjoot in more detail hero. Tho atrateem1 oonsiderntiona 
which AfghonistangencnUpare fully dcalt within thc report by Colonel 
Iaitlnnd reiemd to above. 

Thc l e t  February 1893. ) B. U. E. 
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